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 NEWS 
Issue 18: October 2021 

MEMBER PROFILE OF THE MONTH 
 
JAMES MEWBORN 
 

James Mewborn’s 

interest in the Civil 

War began as a Boy 

Scout, hiking and 

studying the 

Tennessee 

battlefields near his 

home.  Born and 

raised in Memphis, 

TN, James learned 

from his father that he had three great uncles and a 

great-grandfather who all fought in the 13th Tennessee.  

The youngest of the great uncles, Uncle Josh, had just 

turned 18 when he enlisted, joining his two older 

brothers in the regiment.  Only two weeks later, they all 

fought in the battle of Shiloh.  Uncle Joe was captured 

and sent to Johnson’s Island, Lake Erie, where he spent 

a year.  Somehow, there he started learning dentistry 

and went on to establish the Memphis Dental Society.  

What James finds special is that his Uncle Josh lived 

long enough for James’ father to engage in many 

personal conversations about his war experiences.  

These conversations were passed down to James.   

James attended college in Rhode Island, where he took 

the opportunity to visit the graves of General Ambrose 

Burnside and Governor William Sprague IV in 

Providence.  He attended law school in Baltimore 

where he met his Minnesotan wife, Susan.  For over 40 
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years, James practiced civil litigation before retiring in May 2020.   James has a broad interest 

in all aspects of the Civil War but enjoys learning the soldiers’ perspectives.  Unrelated to the 

Civil War, he enjoys English Tudor history, particularly Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn.   

 

STEVEN SCHIER’S CIVIL WAR TRIVIA QUESTION OF THE MONTH: 
 

What son of a famous American painter led a US Army campaign against the Sioux from 

Minnesota to Montana during the Civil War? 

(See the last page for the answer) 

 

OUR OCTOBER MEETING – 10/19/2021 

“Bleeding Kansas” – Nicole Etcheson 

Americans began killing each other in Kansas Territory five years before the Civil War began. 

“Bleeding Kansas” explores the origins of the violence in the sectional dispute over slavery and 

the hardening of political differences between free-staters and proslavery advocates. Illinois 

Senator Stephen A. Douglas’s Kansas-Nebraska Act allowed settlers to choose whether to have 

slavery. Missourians led by Senator David Atchison crossed the Missouri River to plant slavery 

in neighboring Kansas. New Englanders led by Dr. Charles Robinson migrated to the territory to 

save it for freedom. Midwesterners led by former Congressman James H. Lane overcame their 

distaste for eastern abolitionists to unite with the New Englanders to make Kansas a home for 

white men. Violence and political turbulence arose from this volatile mix, creating both a 

prelude and a further cause for the Civil War. 

Nicole Etcheson is Alexander M. Bracken Professor of History at Ball State University. She is the 

author of A Generation at War: The Civil War Era in a Northern Community (which won the 

2012 Avery O. Craven Award from the Organization of American Historians for the most 

original book on the coming of the Civil War, the Civil War era, or Reconstruction, excepting 

works of purely military history); Bleeding Kansas (2004); and The Emerging Midwest (1996). 

She is currently working on a project about suffrage in the post-Civil War era. 

 

THIS MONTH IN CIVIL WAR HISTORY – OCTOBER

13th  1864 – Battle of Darbytown Road, Virginia 

14th  1863 – Battle of Bristoe Station, Virginia 
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16th  1863 – Ulysses S. Grant becomes Commander of the Union Military Division of  

   the Mississippi 

24th  1861 – The first trans-continental telegraph line completed by Western Union 

25th  1864 – Battle of Mine Creek, Kansas 

29th  1862 – African American soldiers fight for the first time in the Civil War as part  

   of an organized unit at Island Mound, Missouri 

31st  1861 – Secessionist Missouri legisators vote to leave the Union. 

 

CIVIL WAR BIRTHDAYS – OCTOBER 

7th  1821 – Lt. Richard Anderson C.S.A 

10th  1837 – Col. Robert Gould Shaw U.S.A. 

12th  1815 – Lt. General William J. Hardee C.S.A. 

19th  1834 – Major General Francis Barlow U.S.A. 

20th  1819 – General Dan Sickles U.S.A. 

20th  1820 – Major General Benjamin Cheatham C.S.A. 

31st  1835 – Brig. General Adelbert C. Ames U.S.A 

 

2021-2022 SPEAKER SCHEDULE 
 

November 16, 2021 

“Black Confederates” Larry Babits 

December 21, 2021 

“How Christmas Won the War” George Romano 

January 18, 2022 

James Longstreet in Chattanooga and Knoxville” COL (ret) Ed Lowe 
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2021-2022 SPEAKER SCHEDULE CONTINUED 
 

February 15, 2022 

“U.S. Grant in Missouri: The Re-education of a Civil War Legend” Dave Page 

March 15, 2022 

“Competing Memories of the Civil War” Caroline Janney 

May 17, 2022 

“Trust in God and Fear in Nothing: Confederate General Lewis Armistead” Wayne Motts 

 

MEET YOUR 2021- 2022 TCCWRT BOARD PART TWO 
 
 
DIRECTOR: STEPHEN OSMAN 
 

Stephen Osman is a graduate of St. Olaf College who 
retired as senior historian with the Minnesota Historical 
Society. He managed Historic Fort Snelling for over 
three decades, and actively researches, speaks and writes 
about Minnesota’s role in the Civil War and the Dakota 
War.  Osman served with the US Army Reserve in 
Psychological Operations at Fort Snelling, is an elected 
fellow of the Company of Military Historians, and a long-
serving board member of the Minnesota Military and 
Veterans Museum, the Friends of Fort Snelling, Heritage 
Arms Society and the Pond Dakota Heritage Society. He 
is the author of Fort Snelling Then and Now: The World 

War II Years, Fort Snelling and the Civil War and numerous articles in history journals, and 
published the scholarly journal Minnesota’s Heritage. 

  

Stephen's interest in the Civil War dates back to grade school when relatives passed their 
ancestors' artifacts onto him. He was a member of the Bloomington-Normal Illinois Civil War 
Round Table in those days. In 1973 he co-founded the First Minnesota Volunteer Infantry 
reenactment group and led them to numerous national events and movie filmings. For the past 
two decades he has chaired the multi-Round Table committee that produces the annual 
Minnesota Civil War Symposium. 

  

Stephen's wife Wendy is a talented historic costumer and member of the TCCWRT. Their three 
adult children all volunteered at Historic Fort Snelling when young, but only son Austin now 
seems to have fully caught the history bug. 
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DIRECTOR: DARRYL SANNES 
 

Darryl Sannes has been studying the American Civil War, 

as a hobby, all of his adult life.  He co-authored the three-

book set, Patriots of Brooklyn, the stories of men from 

Brooklyn Township who served in the Civil War.  From 

2011 through 2015 he served on the Minnesota Civil War 

Commemoration Task Force.  He has been to all of the 

major Civil War Battlefields at least once and has been to 

Gettysburg 11 times.  Sannes has over 500 Civil War books 

in his library.  He has been a member of the TCCWRT since 

2006 and has been an officer and board member for the 

last five years.  Darryl has also presented on Civil War 

subjects to the other Minnesota Civil War Round Tables.  Sannes is a board member for a local 

non-profit, is active with the Brooklyn Historical Society, and spends most of his retired time 

researching history and genealogy. 

 

DIRECTOR: NANCY JOHNSON 
 

My name is Nancy Ray Johnson and I have belonged to the 

group since 2014. I first became aware of the TCCWRT from a 

bookmark that was handed to me at another event. At my first 

meeting, I truly enjoyed the reception I received and felt very 

welcome in the group. 

Ancestry is my real passion and I have been working on my 

family history for over 25 years. My mother and maternal 

grandmother both belonged to The Daughters of the American 

Revolution. Through my Grandmother Pearl Baker Siemen, I 

inherited “A Childs History of Waseca Co. Minnesota for Fifty 

Years 1854 – 1904,” and the two-volume set of the Minnesota in 

the Civil War and Indian War 1861-1865. These books I later learned are in the Minnesota 

Historical Society for reference.  My Great Grandfather, Samuel White Baker was in the 2nd. 

Regiment of Cavalry in Company C. He enlisted on Dec. 1, 1863 and was Discharged Nov 17, 

1865. I have his discharge papers. His Cousin Asa Mosher was also in this company. They both 

took part in the battle of To-Ha-Kouty Mountain on the east side of the Dakota Bad Lands and 

the battle of the Little Missouri. He also may have been among those who rescued a wagon train 

run by Captain Fisk heading to the Idaho gold fields. I have 14 Civil War Soldiers that I have 

documented and have pictures of 10 of these. All but two of the ancestors are in my 

Grandmothers English descent. 
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I joined the Round Table to learn more about the Civil War. The First Minnesota Voluntary 

Infantry is most important to me because my ancestor, Ludwell James Mosher, was one of the 

first to enlist on April 16th, 1861, in Company G., under Captain Louis McKune. He was 23 and 

fought at the second battle of Bull Run and was wounded there. On July 2nd, 1863, he was again 

wounded in an arm and leg in the charge at Gettysburg that made the Minnesota First Infantry 

the heroes of that day. 

I was born in Minneapolis and have lived there and in the western suburbs. I have two married 

daughters who live near me, and four grandchildren.  

 

DIRECTOR: LANA BLUMHOEFER 
 

I joined the Twin City Civil War Round Table in 2012.  I 
have served on the Board of Directors for the past several 
years.  I love getting together with everyone there and 
listening to all the speakers and always learn something 
new. I feel I am among my "own kind," and I wish I had 
found this group years ago! 
  
My interest in the Civil War is learning how it affected the 
relationships between people in both the North and the 
South – the "brother against brother."  I am interested to 
learn about the men who had to leave their wives and other 
loved ones behind not knowing if they would ever return to 
them and how hard that must have been on both these men 

and the ones they left behind. I like to learn how the men handled their day-to-day life in the 
war and also how their families survived without them. So, the emotional side of the war is what 
interests me the most. 
  
I won the American history award in my small-town high school one year.  I also had read the 
book and saw the movie "Gone With the Wind" in high school.  I had watched several Civil War 
mini-series on TV and also saw the Ken Burns "Civil War" documentary series and all of that 
really fueled my desire to learn more. 
  
I got my love of history from my Dad.  He never got to tour any historical areas of the USA but I 
did, and he would always love to look at my photos, mementoes and stories that I would tell him 
about all the historical things that I had seen.  It really was a special bonding time with my Dad 
and is a special memory for me now.  I used to tell him that I had to look at things twice on the 
history trips that I went on, once for me and once for him!  He has now passed but I know he 
would be so surprised and proud that I found this group and am even on the Board of Directors 
now. 
  
I have toured various Civil War sites such as Gettysburg – twice, Nashville, Springfield IL, 
Shiloh, Corinth, Vicksburg, Chancellorsville, Washington DC, Richmond, and a few other sites 
in Arkansas and Missouri.  Gettysburg is my favorite battlefield site as I can really feel the 
history there and have felt spiritual things there that I have not felt at any other historical place.  
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Antietam, Appomattox and Atlanta are on my "bucket list" of places that I would still like to 
visit. 
  
I also have an interest in the US/Dakota War of 1862 since I was born and raised in that area of 
southern MN and have toured many of those sites as well. Because of my interest in both of 
these wars I have wished that I had an ancestor that had been involved in either of these wars, 
but I do not believe I do. 
  
I have also toured some Revolutionary War and colonial sites such as Philadelphia, Boston and 
the New England area. 
  
Some of my other interests are many types of dancing such as polka, ballroom and Latin.   I like 
to sing Karaoke, movies, reading, concerts and going to craft shows.  I enjoy public speaking and 
can speak a little Spanish. 

 

DIRECTOR: BRUCE COOPER 
 

Bruce Cooper is a graduate of the University of Minnesota and 

currently works as an analytical chemist at 3M.  

Bruce’s interest in American history in general and the Civil War 

in particular dates back to childhood.  During that period his 

family acquired “The Golden Book History of the United States”.  

Bruce spent many hours reading the ten volumes and studying 

the many illustrations painted by Alton Tobey.  He still owns the 

original ten volume set. 

Bruce joined the Round Table in 2011.  He served as President of 

the Round Table during the 2017-2018 season.  He currently 

serves on the Board as a Director and is editor of the “TCCWRT 

News” newsletter. He is also the administrator of the “Civil War Round Table – Twin Cities 

Group” on Facebook. 

Bruce enjoys historical travel.  During the last decade he’s traveled to Kansas City MO (World 

War One Museum, Truman Presidential Library) in 2010, Nashville TN (Andrew Jackson’s “The 

Hermitage”, Shy’s Hill, Stone’s River Battlefield) in 2014 and Virginia (Thomas Jefferson’s 

Monticello, Chancellorsville and Fredericksburg National Battlefield Parks, Appomattox 

Courthouse NHS and Battle of New Market) in 2018.  He had hoped to celebrate his 60th 

Birthday at Gettysburg NBP in 2020 but the COVID19 pandemic put a damper on those plans. 

Bruce also enjoys bird watching, fishing and drawing/painting (mostly bird, fish and other 

wildlife).  He currently lives in Andover MN with his wife Melodie who is also a Round Table 

member since 2019. 
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TCCWRT MEMBERS: OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

Happy Birthday to all our members with October Birthdays! 

10/1 - Steve Schier 

10/2 - Owen Mische 

10/6 - Carol VanOrnum 

10/9 - Brett Johnson 

10/9 - Dale Throndson 

10/12 - Jim Coughlin 

10/15 - Glenn Corliss 

10/17 - Dave Tabert 

 

OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 
Please welcome our new members. 

 

From left to right: Bob Huber, David Haas and Clark Hauschildt. 
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Civil War Artillery Fuzes 
 

 

Shortly after I wrote last month's article (on the US Christian Commission) I was lucky enough 

to find two Civil War artillery shell fuzes 

on a spot that has now produced around a 

dozen. To a casual observer these appear 

to be discarded plumbing fixtures.  Civil 

War collectors know otherwise and are 

always happy to turn up a complete, 

undamaged brass fuze that once topped an 

artillery shell. 

 

Field artillery during the Civil War used a 

variety of non-explosive and explosive 

ammunition.  The latter included oblong 

shells or case shot fired from rifled pieces 

and spherical shells and case shot fired from smooth bores.  Cast iron shells had a cavity filled 

with black powder while case shot included small balls inside the cavity that would add 

projectiles when the round burst.  A fuze was 

used to time the explosion to happen in the air 

and somewhat in front of the intended target.  

Inertia and gravity would propel the several or 

many fragments/balls toward the enemy.   

 

Large, printed charts were pasted inside the lid 

of ammunition limber boxes to help gunners 

properly time the explosion based on distance. 

 

The most basic fuzes were cardboard tubes 

filled with compressed powder and tapped into 

a metal fuze body mounted in hole in the nose 

of the shell or side of spherical round.  With 

the range properly estimated the gunner would 

first cut the fuze to length, or select an arsenal 

calibrated packaged fuze.  When the cannon fired, 

the fuze, facing to the front, would ignite from the 

discharge and hopefully burn the expected time 

before bursting the shell.   

 

The Hollywood flash bang ground bursts we see in 

the movies would be ineffective; few iron 

fragments would reach the enemy.  These old 

types of burning fuzes often were snuffed out if 

the round hit wet soil, and those duds are still dug 
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up today. 

 

Scores of patents were developed 

during the war for shells and for 

fuzes. The waterproof pewter 

Bormann time fuse was the most 

successful for round balls.  The 

hollow cannon ball, filled with 

powder or with powder and small 

balls, was capped with an iron "base 

plug."   On top of this went the disk- 

shaped time fuze filled with a 

powder train and marked in a scale 

up to 5 seconds.  The gunner 

punched through the pewter at the 

right mark, and that is where the fuse 

started to burn when the shot was 

fired.   

 

Below are three 12-pounder spherical 

rounds that would have been used in 

the bronze smooth bore M1857 Light 

Gun-Howitzer (Napoleon) cannon among others.  On left is a case shot showing the balls still 

inside, then a shell with the removable base plug, then a (still live) Bormann fused shell.  The 0 

through 5 second numbers and quarter and half second lines are still visible. 

Oblong projectiles for rifled cannon came in a variety of patterns and with nearly as many types 

of fuzes.  All used a sabot made of lead, copper or even paper mache to engage the spiral rifling 

in the barrel and ensure long range accuracy.  Time fuses were like those on spherical projectiles.  

A paper fuse was inserted into a brass plug in the nose of the shell.   

 

Percussion fuzes were designed to explode the shell when it struck a solid object.  Percussion 
shells were used against other artillery, field emplacements, buildings, and anything else solid 
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enough to burst the shell.  

Most fuzes were brass; 

some were pewter.  The 

ones we recently found are 

Hotchkiss Percussion 

Fuzes though the 

successful design was also 

used in shells other than 

the Hotchkiss, shown 

cutaway below.   

 

The hollow brass 

Hotchkiss fuze body 

carried a small powder charge in the bottom sealed by a lead base 

plug.  Inside was a "slider" with a percussion cap on the top and 

held in place with a small safety wire through the fuse body.  A 

brass "anvil cap" sealed to top off the fuze.  The whole fuze was 

screwed into the nose of the shell before firing. 

 

The rifled cannon was loaded with first the powder charge and then the shell, nose forward, as 

the gunner sighted his target.  Upon firing, the fuze's safety wire sheared and the slider slammed 

back.  When the shell struck, the slider flew forward against the anvil cap, bursting the 

percussion cap and the powder charge below to set off the main charge in the shell body.  It was 

a generally effective fuze and only failed if the shell hit soft ground or tumbled to strike rear first. 
 

So why have we found so many of these rare fuzes in the same area?  An 1880 US Ordnance 

Department study determined that the highly sensitive fulminate of mercury in percussion caps 

had a finite shelf life.  These old ordnance items might have been discarded as uselessly inert.  
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And of course, breech loading cannons became increasingly popular shortly after the Civil War 

leaving hundreds of thousands of artillery projectiles and their fuzes to be recycled, displayed in 

parks, eventually acquired by collectors ... and still found by those who care to look in the right 

places.   

 
STEVEN SCHIER’S TRIVIA QUESTION ANSWER: 
 

Alfred Sully, son of painter Thomas Sully 

 

HELP WANTED! 
TECH HELP NEEDED 

No experience necessary.   

Help needed for A/V setup, recording, and transferring to Youtube.  Inquiries to 

President Bob Svacina, bob_svacina@msn.com. 

Pay: One official Twin Cities Civil War Round Table coffee mug 

 

 

CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE CONGRESS’S THE LIGHT POST 
 

Here is a link to the Archive of the CWRT Congress’s newsletter: “The Light Post” 

Archive | CWRT Congress 

 

CONTACT US:  

Twin Cities Civil War Round Table 

info@tccwrt.com 

https://tccwrt.com/ 

 

mailto:bob_svacina@msn.com
http://www.cwrtcongress.org/light-post/archive.html
https://tccwrt.com/
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Can you contribute to a future newsletter?  Writers are wanted to submit 
Civil War related articles to this newsletter.   
 
 
Please submit your drafts to Bruce Cooper:  earlofbruce@hotmail.com  

mailto:earlofbruce@hotmail.com

