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Like many other Civil War enthusiasts, Leroy Burggraff’s
journey evolved over the years. He doesn’t remember
ever NOT being interested in history but began with a
fascination in World Wars I and II. In his mid-teens he
stumbled upon a Reader’s Digest article on the 20th
Maine. When an older brother moved to Pennsylvania,
their visit to the Gettysburg museum and terrain had
him hooked.
First Minnesota Monument at Gettysburg
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His early interests focused on the Army of the Potomac. But having gone on a ‘western’ history
tour with Stephen Osman to sites like Vicksburg, Corinth, Shiloh, etc., he’s since become more
interested in large moves and more impactful battles in that theater. Today, he reads more
about the personalities of that period and the political causes and less about the battles and
tactical movements.
When asked if anyone in his family shares his interest, Leroy stated, “My poor family is not so
interested and were always subjected to sudden stops at historical markers along the highway.
Once I discovered a group of friends in the First Minnesota Volunteers reenacting community
who visit battlefields, and other like-minded friends who go on historical bus trips, I have
found those trips as a great means of getting a dose of history and my family is much relieved.”
Leroy’s participation in reenacting began 2012. He loved going to Fort Snelling in the 80’s
and 90’s as a visitor for Civil War Days there and always wanted to try that. When he learned
that an office coworker was with the First Minnesota Infantry Regiment, he was pulled into
the unit. The one thing he could never get from books was the feeling of being a part of a battle
reenactment. “The hair on the back of my neck stood up when standing outside of cornfield
near Sharpsburg elbow to elbow with hundreds of fellows in blue, with the sun rising, canons
booming, and the sunrise obscured in smoke as we watched confederate flags moving above
the corn during the 150th anniversary. I found that profoundly moving. I actually enjoy more
the living history / encampment activities, often local, where we drill, bivouac and interact
with guests. That part that is most enjoyable to me, to act as a teacher to folks interested in
the history, often telling them for the first time that, ‘Yes, Minnesota was in the Civil War, and
let me tell you about a certain charge at Gettysburg.’ Wearing the uniform and acting the part
is a fantastic vehicle for introducing others to Civil War history in a very fun, interactive way,
making it the most rewarding part of the reenacting hobby for me.” Leroy’s favorite battlefield
is Antietam since the ground is still so much as it appeared then.
Leroy began his membership with the TCCWRT as a guest in May of 2017. He joined the next
season. “What I enjoy most about TCCWRT is that I get to meet with like-minded people who
share my interest in history generally, and the Civil War specifically. I’ve become acquainted
with a number of people at these meetings or on our history tour bus trips with Stephen
Osman, and I love to chat and catch up. I also look forward each meeting to approaching a
table and not knowing exactly who I might be joining; I have met some incredibly interesting
folks over dinner. I join two of my favorite fellows (Jim Coughlin and Dan Sherry) as regulars
each month, but we often mingle with a handful of previously unfamiliar history-learners each
month. Visiting over dinner and listening to a new – sometimes offbeat – topic is something
I look forward to each month.
Leroy and his wife, Maureen, are empty nesters and live just 10 blocks from the Knights of
Columbus, which he suspects wins for the shortest drive to our weekly meetings.

STEVEN SCHIER’S CIVIL WAR TRIVIA QUESTION OF THE MONTH:
Who was the head of military intelligence in the War's western theater who later became an
Iowa Congressman?
(See the last page for the answer)
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OUR FEBRUARY MEETING – 2/15/2022
“U.S. Grant in Missouri: The Re-education of a Civil War Legend”
Dave Page
Ulysses Grant began his military career in 1843 at Jefferson
Barracks just south of St. Louis, Missouri. After service in the
Mexican-American War and at posts in New York and California, he
returned to Missouri in 1854 and settled down to work on his
father-in-law’s farm at White Haven. As his fortunes suffered, he
moved his family to Galena to work in his father’s leather store. The
Civil War saved him from obscurity, and he gained his first
command experience during campaigns in Missouri. He visited the
state for the last time in 1854, meaning that Missouri played a
central role in Grant’s life and career for over twenty years.

Dave Page is the 2020 winner of the Council on America’s Military Past’s Herbert M. Hart
military history writing award for his article on the Civil War battle at Fort Pemberton,
Mississippi. Through the years, he has given talks on the Civil War throughout Minnesota and
Wisconsin. In 2001, he appeared on History Channel’s This Week in History program devoted
to the Civil War vessel Star of the West. His articles on the Civil War have appeared in Military
History, America’s Civil War, Civil War Times Illustrated, Artilleryman, and Historic
Traveler. He served as president of the St. Croix Valley Civil War Round Table for several
years.

THIS MONTH IN CIVIL WAR HISTORY – FEBRUARY
3rd

1862 – The King of Siam (Thailand) offers President Lincoln a herd of war
elephants which the President politely declines.

3rd

1864 – General William T. Sherman begins the Meridan Campaign in Mississippi

6th

1865 - Former U.S. Vice President John C. Breckinridge becomes the Confederate
Secretary of War

9th

1861 – Jefferson Davis of Mississippi is elected provisional Confederate President

10th

1862 – The Confederate “Mosquito Fleet” is defeated near Elizabeth City, North
Carolina

14th

1864 – Federal troops capture Meridian, Mississippi

16th

1861 – U.S. Arsenal at San Antonio seized by Texas state troops
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CIVIL WAR BIRTHDAYS – FEBRUARY
6th

1832 – Maj. General John B. Gordon C.S.

6th

1833 – Maj. General J.E.B. Stuart C.S.

8th

1824 – Brig. General Barnard Bee C.S.

14th

1824 – Maj. General Winfield Scott Hancock U.S.

20th

1820 – Brig. General Mahlon Dickerson Manson U.S.

23rd

1838 – Brig. General G. Moxley Sorrel C.S.

24th

1811 – Maj. General Edward Baker U.S.

2021-2022 SPEAKER SCHEDULE
March 15, 2022
“Competing Memories of the Civil War”

Caroline Janney

May 17, 2022
“Trust in God and Fear in Nothing: Confederate General Lewis Armistead”

Wayne Motts

FROM THE PRESIDENT
HISTORY:
History February to everyone. Back when I was a kid, February was history month. I think
every grade school classroom I was in had pictures of Abraham Lincoln and George Washington
in front – the birthday presidents of February.
In my hometown the schools were named either after the street they were on or a U.S. president
– with the exception of the explorers Lewis and Clark; Dodge Street, named after Major General
Grenville M. Dodge; and Bloomer Street named after the husband of the first women’s
proponent, Amelia Bloomer.
Amelia cranked out her column to The Lily while her husband was the head of the school board
in Council Bluffs, Iowa. General Dodge called Council Bluffs his home from 1855, although he
lived at times in New York City and Paris.
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The Bloomer Costume

Maj.-Gen. Grenville M. Dodge

Currier & Ives 1851

1864

I help the Historic General Dodge House and Pottawattamie County Historical Society when I
can. I made a 15-minute presentation about General Dodge that will be used in the schools.
Here is the link to the YouTube video. I sorry about the few audio glitches – too many
conversions and codex manipulations.
https://youtu.be/R8YlH0GJmYI
WINNER WINNER CHICKEN DINNER:
We had seven winners of the TCCWRT Bowl Contest with eight correct picks. Not all the
winners were at the January meeting and the Goldy mascot did not arrive until two days after
the meeting so we will catch up. The winners are: Melodie Cooper, Bruce Cooper, Michael
Eckman, Annalisa Pearson, Gary Peterson, James Uecker, and Bob Wicklem. Good
handicapping.
NEW MEMBERS: Two new members were recognized and given their official Twin Cities
Civil War Round Table coffee mug: Paul Purman and Dave Murphy.
VISUAL UPGRADE AT KOC:
The projector has shipped, and the screen is scheduled to ship February 14th. We should have it
operational in March. We still may be learning a few tricks of the new equipment but by the
April Symposium we hoped to be pros.
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TCCWRT Bowl Contest Winners

Paul Purman and Dave Murphy

DAVE GEISTER AND PAT BAUER SHARE THEIR GETTYSBURG EXERIENCE
Pat Bauer writes, “It just
occurred to me that we should
share this video with you and
perhaps the entire Round
table. Last November, Dave and
I were supposed to present at the
National Council for the Social
Studies convention that was here
in the Twin Cities. It was moved
to online, so we made a
video. It's about our Gettysburg
experience. We made a similar
presentation last year for the
group, but perhaps there are
people who missed it who might
be interested. And it is different
because of the nature of
recording.”

Here's the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wvYzdxi_1wY
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TCCWRT MEMBERS: FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Happy Birthday to all our members with February Birthdays!
2/10

David Murphy

2/16

Dennis Garoutte

2/16

Kirk Simpson

TCCWRT CHARTER MEMBER RAY HORTON DEAD AT AGE 90
Ray Horton, a TCCWRT Charter member passed away at the
age of 90 on January 8, 2022. Here is his obituary from
Mueller-Bies Funeral Home website
Ray was born April 9, 1931, in Havre, Montana, son of
Raymond and Betty Horton (nee Nelson). He would later
move to Foxboro, WI and finally McGregor MN, where he
attended Bell Horn Bay school and McGregor High School.
Ray enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1948 and served until
1952. Following his honorable discharge from the Marines,
he embarked on a career as a Tool and Die maker in the
Twin Cities and moved to Columbia Heights. On December 2,
1961, he married Janette Wilsmann of Manitowoc,
Wisconsin. They would spend the next 59 years together.
Ray had a love and deep knowledge of history, particularly of the Civil War, Montana, and
World War II. He was one of the charter members forming the Twin Cities Civil War Round
Table in 1954; a group whose meetings, activities, trips, and friendships he thoroughly enjoyed
over the next 68 years. At the time of his passing Ray was the last surviving Charter Member
of the Round Table. Following his retirement, Ray and Jan travelled extensively to historically
significant places throughout the United States, as well as Jerusalem, Greece, and Slovakia.
In retirement Ray took on a second career of volunteering for many organizations, including
Habitat for Humanity, The Minneapolis Library special collections, and for many years was a
regular at the Armed Forces Service Center at the airport. He was also an active member for
many years of the Marine Corps League (Viking Detachment) and the Columbia Heights
Lions.
Ray is survived by sons, Raymond III (Montimarie) of Aitkin, MN, Christopher (Lori) of
Rosemount, MN; daughter, Sheila Rinne (Nathan) of Columbia Heights; grandchildren,
Delany (Matt), Azalea, Samuel, Simeon, Micah, Daniel, Victoria, David, Raymond IV, Max,
Josephine, and Jacob; great-grandson, Callum; brother-in-law, Paul Wilsmann (Carole);
nephew, Timothy Wilsmann; niece, Kristen Herriges, of Milwaukee, WI.
Ray was preceded in death by his wife of 59 years, Janette.
Memorials preferred in lieu of flowers to the Twin Cities Civil War Round Table.
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SEYMOUR HANDLER MEMBER SINCE 2001 DEAD AT AGE 92
Seymour Handler MD, a TCCWRT member since 2001,
passed away on December 11, 2021 at the age of 92. Here is
an edited version of his obituary from the Star Tribune:
Handler, Seymour, MD passed away peacefully at the age of
92, on December 11, 2021. Seymour Handler, MD, was born to
William and Toby Handler, in Bronx, NY, on August 20, 1929.
He attended the prestigious Peter Stuyvesant High School in
Manhattan. After two-and-a-half years in Jamestown
(Jamestown College) he was accepted at the University of
Minnesota medical school. His entrance exam score was the
second highest in the country. He was nominated to Alpha
Omega Alpha National Medical Society, as a junior student. In his junior year, he became an intern
at the former Northwestern Hospital.
In 1954, he was called up by the United States Air force and was sent to Korea. He spent two years
as a captain in the Air Force; the second year was spent at Brooks Air Force in San Antonio where
he met his wife of 65 years, Patty. After only three months, they were married.
After working as a general practitioner in St. Cloud, Seymour and Patty moved to Minneapolis
where he began his pathology residency at the University of Minnesota. He also worked at the VA
Hospital. He joined Tom Semba, M.D., his mentor and longtime friend, in the pathology practice at
North Memorial Hospital, where he spent more than 40 years. He also taught at the University of
Minnesota Medical School where he received several teaching awards.
Seymour was predeceased by his parents and three sisters, Florence, Sheila and Norma. He is
survived by his loving wife Patty and four daughters: Deb Russell, Stacey Brown (Gordon), Vicki
Handler (Eric Newton), and Susan Harrah. He is also survived by ten grandchildren.
We are having a Celebration of Life for Seymour at 11:30 on May 7 at the
Cremation Society, 7110 France Avenue, Edina.

HELP WANTED!
TECH HELP NEEDED
Help needed for A/V setup, recording, and transferring to YouTube. Inquiries to
President Bob Svacina, bob_svacina@msn.com.
Pay: One official Twin Cities Civil War Round Table coffee mug
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Opposing Swords United in a Marriage
During the Spanish American War, the
Civil War semi-centennial and the Great
War much attention was paid to
symbolically reuniting the nation. Old
soldiers met on former battlefields,
patriotic art featured blue and gray
shaking hands, and military units
connected the
grandchildren
of former
enemies. The
battle tested
th
29 Infantry Division’s blue/gray insignia (now under attack by selfappointed culture arbiters) dates to this period of reconciliation.
But on a personal level, families often blended as Americans became
more mobile. One such Minnesota marriage combined the military souvenirs of a Confederate
cavalryman with those of a Union infantry officer. The items left the family three decades ago,
and I was happy to research and help preserve their stories as a still combined grouping.
Benjamin Franklin Nelson was a very successful
Minneapolis businessman and founder of the still operating
B.F. Nelson Company. He endowed Our Lady of Lourdes
Catholic Church in St. Anthony where a memorial plaque
on a boulder recounts his legacy. And he was instrumental
in setting up the Minneapolis Park system. But in 1865 he
idled away in Chicago’s Camp Douglas as a prisoner of war
and pondered his future. Nelson read every newspaper he
could borrow, searching for the best place he could earn a
fortune upon release, and settled on Minnesota. He had
started “shooting” logs down the Ohio River at age 17 and
used that early experience to eventually build a huge lumber
products industry in Minneapolis.
Nelson enlisted as a teenager in the Second Kentucky
Cavalry, soon to be part of John Hunt Morgan’s famous Raiders. He also served under Generals
Wheeler and Forrest according to his 1928 obituary. In summer 1863 the Second Kentucky
Cavalry was part of Morgan’s Raid that crossed the Ohio River into Indiana on July 8. That
diversionary raid by 1,800 Confederates rode nearly a thousand miles before being cornered at
Buffington Island, Ohio, where 750 were captured, among them Nelson. The officers ended up
at the Ohio State Penitentiary where some later engineered a thrilling escape via tunnel.
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Family tradition was that B. F. Nelson’s sword and revolver were returned to him when he was
exchanged. However, he remained a prisoner until the Confederate surrender and so likely
acquired the weapons in Minnesota, post
war. Both were proudly displayed on the
wall of his still standing mansion at 35
Groveland Terrace overlooking the Walker
Art Center. The Model 1860 light cavalry
was made by Ames in Chicopee,
Massachusetts, and is dated 1864. The
revolver is the Remington New Model Army
in 44 caliber. Its serial number indicates
manufacture in the spring of 1864. The
flapped holster is standard federal issue for
cavalrymen.
Nelson could be among this group of
Morgan’s Raiders photographed while in captivity at Camp Douglas.
Out in Vermont Captain William Slayton’s son completed his father’s 1905 biographical sketch
with “his sword, a priceless heritage, hangs near my desk at this writing and to look at it is to
realize that I have done scant justice to this sketch and to wish I could do more to honor his
memory as well as that of all others who wore the blue and were not found wanting in the time of
need.” That sword came to Wisconsin with Slayton’s daughter Lucy, and eventually to
Minnesota with granddaughter Gloria who married B. F. Nelson’s grandson Kenneth.
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Arno Phineas Slayton, born 1818, mustered into Company H of the 13th Vermont as lieutenant in
1862 and was promoted to captain just before Gettysburg. Captain Slayton’s great grandfather
served in the French and Indian Wars and as an officer in the Revolution, his grandfather fought
in the Revolution at age 14, and his father in the
War of 1812. Slayton left five young children at
home when he enlisted; a sixth was born while
he was in uniform and another three after his
return. Four other Slaytons were in the same
Company H, and two of them were age 44 same
as the captain. Perhaps one a twin and the other
a cousin?
Gettysburg was the 13th Vermont’s only big
fight. Captain Slayton, reportedly left-handed
and a dead shot, picked up a musket early in the
battle and used it freely. The colonel rode by
and good naturedly asked if Company H had a
new recruit. On the third day the 13th, part of
Brigadier General George Stannard’s Vermont
Brigade, was posted to the left of the famous
“Copse of Trees.” They were within sight of the
First Minnesota’s position to their right. As
Picket’s Charge neared the center of the Federal
lines Stannard ordered his men to change
direction forward and perpendicular in order to
enfilade the Confederate flank. Their accurate
fire over the next few minutes destroyed Picket’s
flank and helped turn the tide of battle.
Moving into position Captain Slayton “while stooping over to pick up a knife, a shell which
would have struck him in the chest had he been standing, knocked him down and exploded
killing several men directly back of him.” The captain “considered that the knife saved his life
and always kept it.” (And yes, I did ask whether there was an old picket knife preserved with the
sword!)
The sword is the standard US Model 1850 foot
officer pattern carried by infantry lieutenants and
captains. Thankfully the Vermonter carefully
stamped his name and unit onto the sword drag
which positively identifies it as the one carried in
repulse of Picket’s Charge. The same sword is
pictured in the historic carte de visite of the captain
with a lieutenant and sergeant of his company.
The small collection will remain together now with
a copy of this brief article in memory of the interesting stories of these two Civil War soldiers.
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ANNUAL CIVIL WAR SYMPOSIUM – APRIL 2, 2022
Program:
8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:10 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
Noon
1:00 p.m.
1:45 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
2:45 p.m.

Registration
Welcome, Introductions and Announcements, Stephen Osman
The US Army Ordnance Board and Early History of West Point
Museum (with Reflections on the Museum of the
Confederacy Collections), Les Jensen
Minnesota Civil War Round Tables Brief Introductions
Break (Browse tables of books and memorabilia for sale.)
Gettysburg Rebels: Five Native Sons Who Came Home to Fight as
Confederate Soldiers, Tom McMillan
Civil War Cycloramas, David Page
Lunch Break
Armistead and Hancock: Behind the Gettysburg Legend of Two
Friends at the Turning Point of the Civil War, Tom McMillan
Home Sweet Home: A Study of Soldier Housing, Les Jensen
Discussion: The Future of the Minnesota Civil War Symposium
Closing Announcements

The Bloomington Event Center (Knights of Columbus Hall), 1114 American Blvd.
W., Bloomington, MN 55420
Register online at the TCCWRT website or by mail.

STEVEN SCHIER’S TRIVIA QUESTION ANSWER:
Grenville Dodge

CONTACT US:

Twin Cities Civil War Round Table
info@tccwrt.com
https://tccwrt.com/

Can you contribute to a future newsletter? Writers are wanted to submit
Civil War related articles to this newsletter.
Please submit your drafts to Bruce Cooper: earlofbruce@hotmail.com
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