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 NEWS 
Issue 25: May 2022 

MEMBER PROFILE OF THE MONTH 
 
ANNALISA PEARSON 
 
by Lana Blumhoefer 

Annalisa and her father Larry 
 
Our featured TCCWRT member this month is Annalisa 
Pearson.  It was her father, Larry, who introduced her 
to the TCCWRT experience, and she joined shortly 
thereafter. For as long as she can remember, her father 
had been interested in the Civil War.  In high school, 
she took an Advanced Placement in United States 
History course, and then over an MEA break, her 
parents took her to Washington, D.C. and Gettysburg 
for the first time.  Larry made sure they got a female 
tour guide so that she could see that there were women 
working in the history field as well.  She loved that trip 

2021-2022 BOARD 

President: Bob Svacina 

Vice President: Brett Johnson 

Past President: Ken Flies 

Secretary/Treasurer: 

Carol VanOrnum 

Director: Darryl Sannes 

Director: Stephen Osman 

Director: Nancy Johnson 

Director: Lana Blumhoefer 

Director: Bruce Cooper 

NEWS Editor: Bruce Cooper 

 

 
First Minnesota Monument at Gettysburg 



2 
 

and is forever grateful to her parents for making that experience possible.  Gettysburg is her 
favorite battlefield, but the man she calls "the man, the myth, the legend" is her father, Larry 
Pearson. 
  
She loves coming to our TCCWRT meetings to learn more about Civil War history and sitting 
with what she calls "the table of hooligans." She especially enjoys spending time with her dad 
there as she comes from a big family, and alone time with her dad is not that easy to come by. 
  
Annalisa has four ancestors who fought for the Union.  On her mom's side there was Great 
Grandfathers X4 Jacob Walker of 2nd Minnesota, Sergeant Siver Wilson of 6th Regiment Iowa 
Calvary Company D and Christian Bloom of Wisconsin 43rd Infantry Company B.  On her 
father's side there was Great Grandfather X4 James Greenhalgh of Wisconsin 12th Regiment 
Infantry.  She also has two grandfathers who fought in World War II, which also interests 
her.  Her maternal grandparents wrote a memoir, in which her grandfather wrote about his 
experiences in WWII.  She feels very fortunate to be able to read his words and hear his 
perspective.  She has a letter that her paternal grandfather wrote to her father on his first 
birthday while he was serving in WWII.  She also has a great uncle who survived Pearl Harbor. 
  
What she finds most interesting about the Civil War is learning about the experiences of women 
and Black and Indigenous People of Color during and after the war.  She feels it is important to 
have their voices represented, their impact remembered, and their stories told. She also feels a 
need to learn how to counter Confederate sympathizers' arguments, learning about fact versus 
fiction regarding the Civil War and understanding how the Civil War is impacting society even 
today. 
  
Annalisa is the youngest of five children, with 22 years between herself and her oldest 
sister.  She was raised in Bloomington but has been temporarily living in Chattanooga.  She 
jokingly says no Civil War history there!!  She is avoiding the winter here and caring for her Irish 
Wolfhound who is recovering from a stroke, but she is excited to be coming home soon and 
attending more TCCWRT meetings. 
  
She is a graduate of St. Olaf College in Northfield MN with a degree in English Education.  She is 
a substitute teacher and also a part-time medical editor. 
 

STEVEN SCHIER’S CIVIL WAR TRIVIA QUESTION OF THE MONTH: 
 

Was the composer of the song "Dixie" a confederate? 

(See the last page for the answer) 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT: BOB SVACINA 
 

As you read this, I hope Brett Johnson and I have practiced on the finished upgrade of the visual 
equipment at the Knights of Columbus.  We saw the new eleven-foot-wide screen at the 
Symposium and for the May meeting we will use the new projector. 
 
The May meeting will be my last meeting as president, but I will hang around and do some tech 
things.  It has been great working with the board and getting to know more members.  
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We’ve gone through this Covid thing and in my opinion have not missed a beat in growing with 
the times.  Our membership is partially newer but as strong in numbers as before.  
 
I’ve seen the slate of new leaders coming in.  They will do a great job.  I’ve also seen the 
proposed speakers for next year – it will be exciting and informative. 
 
In May we will be a hybrid meeting, that is we will be broadcasting the meeting live via 
Zoom.  Carol, Brett, Stephen, and I did a mock meeting at my home a couple of week ago.  Don’t 
be surprised if I declare a timeout to make sure all the equipment is following my checklist for 
that portion of meeting. 
 
Last, it has been a pleasure serving. 
 
Thanks, 
-Bob  

OUR MAY MEETING – MAY 17, 2022 

“Trust in God and Fear Nothing: Lewis A. Armistead, CSA” – Wayne Motts 

Born in North Carolina and reared in Virginia, Lewis Addison 

Armistead spent 22 years in the United States Regular Army before 

the American Civil War. He served at some 20 military post from 

California to Florida, including a stint in Minnesota after the Mexican 

War. In 1861, at the outbreak of the war, he resigned his commission 

and joined the Confederacy.  On July 3, 1863, Armistead was mortally 

wounded at the head of his command at Pickett’s Charge at 

Gettysburg. Join historian, author, guide, and the President and CEO 

of the Gettysburg Foundation as he explores the life and death of this 

career soldier.    

Wayne grew up outside Columbus, Ohio where his family founded and 

operates Motts Military Museum in Groveport. He graduated from 

The Ohio State University with a BA in military history and holds an 

MA in American History from the Shippensburg University of 

Pennsylvania. Wayne is currently the President & CEO of the 

Gettysburg Foundation. Before arriving at the Foundation in May 

2021, Wayne was the CEO of the National Civil War Museum in 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, a post he held for nine years and where he 

is now CEO emeritus. He has been a licensed battlefield guide at 

Gettysburg National Military Park for 34 years. He is the author of the 

only published biography of Confederate General Lewis A. Armistead 

who fell at Gettysburg, and the co-author (with James A. Hessler) of 

Pickett’s Charge at Gettysburg: A Guide to the Most Famous Attack in American History. 
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THIS MONTH IN CIVIL WAR HISTORY –MAY  

2nd   1863 – General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson is accidently shot by Confederate  

   pickets at Chancellorsville, Virginia. 

4th  1865 – Confederate General Richard Taylor’s forces surrender at Citronelle,  

   Alabama. 

6th  1863 – Battle of Chancellorsville (Virginia) ends. The battle is another victory for  

   Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. 

10th  1862 – Norfolk, Virginia captured by Union forces. 

10th  1863 – Thomas J. “Stonewall Jackson dies. 

15th  1864 – Battle of New Market, Virginia 

20th  1861 – Kentucky declares its neutrality. 

20th  1862 – Homestead Act signed by President Lincoln. 

21st  1861 – By an act of the Confederate Congress, the Confederate capital is moved  

   from Montgomery, Alabama to Richmond, Virginia. 

24th  1861 – Colonel Elmer Ellsworth is shot and killed by James W. Jackson while  

   removing a Confederate flag from an Alexandria, Virginia building, thus  

   becoming the first Union officer killed in the Civil War. 

30th  1854 – The Kansas-Nebraska Act is signed into law by President Franklin Pierce. 

31st  1862 – Battle of Seven Pines (a.k.a Fair Oaks), Virginia begins. 

 

CIVIL WAR BIRTHDAYS – MAY 

6th  1835 – Brig. General Charles Ewing (Foster brother and brother-in-law of   

  William T. Sherman) U.S. 

15th  1802 – Major General Issac Trimble C.S.  

15th  1819 – Major General Thomas Crittenden U.S. 

19th  1812 – Brig. General Felix Zollicoffer C.S. 

23rd  1813 – Maj. General Mason Bayman U.S. 

26th  1835 – Brig. General E. Porter Alexander C.S. 
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29th  1826 – Maj. General Cadmus Wilcox C.S. 

 

TCCWRT SUMMER PICNIC 2022: SAVE THE DATE 
 

Our summer pick will be held on Tuesday, July 19, 2022 at 4:00 PM. More details to come. 

 

TCCWRT MEMBERS WITH MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 
5/4 - David Haas 

5/5 - Gerald Carveth 

5/26 - Deb Bachrach 

5/28 - Jerry Geis 

 

IMAGES FROM THE THIRD MINNESOTA VETERAN VOLUNTEER INFANTRY REGIMENT 

JOE FITZHARRIS 

Researching my book on the Third Minnesota (“The Hardest Lot of Men”: the Third Minnesota 

Infantry in the Civil War -now in paperback!), I found a number of interesting things that my 

publisher (University of Oklahoma Press) would not let me include in the book. Some reflect the 

differences between states in their treatment of soldiers, others are common to all soldiers.  

 

 

Buglers, drummers, and fifers were not morale-boosting musicians, though their playing often 

did help buoy spirits. They were first and foremost communicators, sending the colonel’s orders 

to the officers (here to take their places) and men for sick call and other purposes. 
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When Col. Henry C. Lester deployed skirmishers at Murfreesboro, the buglers played: 

 

Prior to 1862, soldiers were disenfranchised, no matter whether they were regular or militia and 

no matter their state. During 1862, most states governed by Republicans granted soldiers the 

right to vote. The state of Minnesota did so, and sent two voting commissioners, one Democrat 

and one Republican, carrying ballots for their parties. In Minnesota, the ballot went in an 

envelope into which the soldier, in this case, Fourth Sergeant James M. Bowler, commanding 

company F, sealed his ballot on 3 October 1862. 
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In service, at least in the western and Trans-Mississippi theaters, soldiers could get a furlough to 

go home. Pvt. Christ Henigs of company E was granted a furlough to go home to Red Wing and 

recover from disease/disability, a privilege granted because of “meritorious conduct”. Henigs’ 

was described carefully: 22 years old, 5’6”, florid complexion, blue eyes and brown hair. Also the 

furlough document notes there were 56 men in company, no others were on furlough or 

applying for furlough. The regiment left Fort Heiman, KY for Vicksburg soon after Henigs’ left 

north on furlough.  

 

 

Recruiters received a premium or bounty for each recruit they brought in who was accepted into 

service. On 24 February 1864, Mr. Nelson Moon received $15 for “recruiting” his son, Charles 

W. Moon, into the Third Minnesota. Pvt. Moon was 17 years old and stood 5’10” and was 

assigned to company K, with the other really young men (K’s average age was notably less than 

that of the other companies). 
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On 9 February 1864, Mr. H. P. Lowater, a bookseller in Red Wing, received the $15 premium for 

presenting accepted recruit Ola Nelson. Nelson, who was 34 years old, 5’ 6”, was assigned to 

company D. This detachment of recruits arrived along with the four companies of veteran 

volunteers, and Colonel Mattson and the recruiting party just after the regiment returned to 

Little Rock from their battle at Fitzhugh’s Woods on 1 April. Mr. Lowater had a connection to 

the Third. His son, Harry, had enlisted in company E of the Third and later transferred to 

company C, where he got into trouble and was court-martialed. 

 

 

 

Men often sent overcoats, souvenirs, and other interesting things home by express. The Adams 

Express Company was the largest of the express firms and most of the men in the Third 

Minnesota used its services. Then and now, shipping packages by commercial carries was not 

cheap. 
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In the western and Trans-Mississippi theaters, black soldiers often enlisted in “white” state 

volunteer units rather than USCT units. In this enlistment certificate, Jack Evans joined the 

Third as an “undercook” and was thereafter listed on the rolls of company K after all the 

privates and was paid $2 less per month. Some of the black men who served as undercooks 

came “home” with their regiment and very often were the only or one of a few blacks in town. 
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Pvt. Alfred Haltzman (listed on company D’s rolls as Alfred Hultman) had enlisted on 17 March 

1864, and like many recruits soon found himself sick. Company D remained at Pine Bluff over 

the disastrous summer without medicines and with three other companies (six were finally on 

veteran leave) was transferred to DeValls Bluff, where Alfred was hospitalized for malaria 

(miasmatic disease).  

 

 

Sergeant Charles Hansen enlisted in company C on 25 October 1861. He died of chronic diarrhea 

on 28 November 1863 on board the Hospital Steamer R. C. Wood. He is probably buried in the 

national cemetery in St. Louis. 
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When the regiment had its last assembly and parade prior to discharge at Fort Snelling, the 

band probably played: 
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Or perhaps they played: 

 

 

STEVEN SCHIER’S TRIVIA QUESTION ANSWER: 
 
Daniel Emmett, the composer of “Dixie” was not only from the North, but he was also a loyal 

Unionist. He was disgusted by the song’s popularity in the South. Lincoln claimed that it was 

one of “the best tunes I ever heard.” 

CONTACT US:  

Twin Cities Civil War Round Table 

info@tccwrt.com 

https://tccwrt.com/ 

 

Can you contribute to a future newsletter?  Writers are wanted to submit 
Civil War related articles to this newsletter.   
 
Please submit your drafts to Bruce Cooper:  earlofbruce@hotmail.com  

mailto:info@tccwrt.com
https://tccwrt.com/
mailto:earlofbruce@hotmail.com

