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MEMBER PROFILE: CURTIS NESS
BY LANA BLUMHOEFER

v =M Curtis Ness is one of our newest members
to the TCCWRT, but he has been a member
of the Cannon Valley Roundtable in
Northfield since 2017. He’s attended
several symposia as a representative of the
CVCWRT. He is the current president and

| 1invites any member of the TCCWRT to

m attend a meeting or present a favorite topic.
(See below for his contact information.)

Curtis’ interest in the Civil War began less

: than 10 years ago when he read Grant by
Ron Chernow. He became completely enamored with the War and the era. Grant
became the first of many books he would read on the Civil War. He admits that
prior to reading Grant his knowledge of the Civil War was lacking and that he was
very prejudiced toward the Confederacy. However, reading allowed him to see
beyond many of his own misconceptions, and now he is always seeking to learn
more.

Curtis enjoys the amount of history covered in the TCCWRT meetings. He enjoys
learning about obscure topics and how they may have affected much larger events
in history. What he finds most interesting about the Civil War is learning about the
people who became famous because of the war and breaking them apart from the
myth that has been created about them, such as McClellan. “In all fairness,” he
says, “everyone has strengths and weaknesses and have done great things and



made mistakes. So often historical figures are presented with only a single
dimension and so many things are ignored.” Curtis also enjoys learning about the
Western Theater during the War and hopes to be able to tour Vicksburg soon.

Curtis lives in Northfield with his 7-year-old daughter, who, had she been born a
boy, he would have named him Ulysses. While she doesn’t share his interest in
history at this stage of her life, Curtis says she tolerates, at best, touring

museums. Curtis studied Mechanical Engineering at Michigan Tech, later working
in Milwaukee and Seattle before settling back home to Northfield in 2009. He
likes to ride mountain bikes both up north and out west as often as possible. On
the occasions when he travels for work, he will bring his bike along to take
advantage of nearby trails, schedule permitting.

Curtis Ness can be reached at curtis.ness(@gmail.com or (612) 670-3815.

STEVEN SCHIER’S CIVIL WAR TRIVIA QUESTION

The Confederates assumed that European countries would do what?

(See page 15 for the answer)

TCCWRT MEMBERS WITH APRIL BIRTHDAYS

4/2 Steve Cook 4/13 Ken Rowe

4/2 Duke Lunden 4/13 Heather Paulson
4/5 David Kelley 4/16 Bruce Cooper
4/7 Keith Robideau 4/16 Kevin Donovan
4/9 Tom Smith 4/18 Nancy Johnson
4/10 Barb Rivers 4/18 George Waldow
4/10 Ron McDaniel 4/19 Jeff Smith

4/12 Bob Wicklem 4/25 Louise Dowling
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Happy Birthday, Members!

MINNESOTA CIVIL WAR SYMPOSIUM

Saturday, April 25, 2026, 9:00 A.M. - Bloomington Event Center

Sponsored by the Rochester, St. Croix Valley, Cannon Valley, Central Minnesota,
Hiawatha Valley, Litchfield G.A.R., Minnesota Valley, Albert Lea, and Twin Cities
Civil War Round Tables.

THE CAVALRY!!
8:30 a.am.  Registration

9:00 am. Welcome, Minnesota Round Tables Brief Introductions, and
Announcements, Mark Pridgeon

9:10 am.  Arming the Minnesota Cavalry, 1861-1866, Stephen Osman
9:45am. Break (Browse tables of books and memorabilia for sale.)

10:00 a.m. To Reclaim a Western Frontier: Jenkins’s 1862 & 1863 Trans-
Allegheny Raids, Jon-Erik Gilot

11:00 a.m. Sound the Trumpet, Beat the Drums, Cavalry Music. Professor Bruce
P. Gleason, PhD.

11:50 a.m. Pearl Button Band, Introduction by Sherry Ladig
12:00 a.m. Lunch Break with Musical Serenade by the Pearl Button Band

1:00 p.m. JEB Stuart & His Controversial Role in the Gettysburg Campaign,
Jeffery Wert [via Zoom]



2:00 p.m. Break (Browse tables of books and memorabilia for sale.)
2:15p.m. “Worth to Us An Army...” The Jones-Imboden Raid, Jon-Erik Gilot

3:15p.m. QandA, Stephen Osman, Professor Bruce P. Gleason Ph.D., and Jon-
Erik Gilot

3:30 p.m.  Closing Announcements

The Bloomington Event Center (Knights of Columbus Hall), 1114 American Blvd.
W., Bloomington MN 55420, is SE of the Highways 494 & 35W interchange. Take

the Lyndale Ave. exit south from 494 and turn west at the first light onto American
Blvd.

Registration: $20 per person. Students free. Buffet lunch (prepared by the Event
Center): $25.00, including students. Menu: Red beans with sausage, rice, and
cornbread. To register: Via Zelle to tccwrt.com (indicate attendee names in Memo
line) or Via check payable to TCCWRT with form below to: Civil War
Symposium, 5540 Sanibel Dr., Minnetonka, MN 55343 Registration at door for
available seating only. Lunch requires pre-registration by April 10, 2026.

TCCWRT DELEGATION TO FREDERICKSBURG

We’re heading to Fredericksburg to meet our Sister Round Table! Details of a
proposed itinerary are listed below. If you’re interested in getting emails on

updates, please contact Carol at info@tccwrt.com.

Tuesday, June 16, 2026

Morning flight to Reagan National Airport.
Battlefield tour
Leadership Meeting with the CWRT of Fredericksburg group followed by dinner.

Wednesday, June 17 2026
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Tour during the day, followed by attendance at the CWRT meeting (includes
dinner). John-Erich to speak for five minutes about the TCCWRT.

Thursday, June 18 2026

All day touring.

Friday, June 19, 2026

Return to Minneapolis.

Hotel Choices: Marriot Downtown Fredericksburg or the Ironclad Inn B&B (fully
booked as of 3/30/26)

Possible places to tour TBD

o Chatham Mansion and grounds (part of the NHP but across the river from
the town)

o Kenmore Plantation House

o Confederate Cemetery

o Fredericksburg Area Museum

o Masonic Cemetery

o Mary Washington's memorial

« Rising Sun Tavern

o Hugh Mercer's Apothecary museum

o James Monroe Museum

« Fielding Lewis' Store

o Ferry Farm (Washington's boyhood home)

« Belmont (Gary Melchoir's --world famous artist --House in Falmouth)

CAN YOU HELP WITH THE NEWSLETTER

We are looking for someone to do a monthly feature on upcoming Civil War
Themed events around Minnesota and the upper Midwest. It could include
“Civil War Days”, presentations at other Minnesota Roundtables, etc.

Contact Bruce Cooper at earlofbruce@Hotmail.com for more information.



mailto:earlofbruce@Hotmail.com

Q\

TCCWRT 6t ANNUAL \

Tuesday, July 21, 2026 } ,

4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Wabun B, Minnehaha Park
Details to Follow ‘
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW AND IMPROVED FACEBOOK PAGE

Have you checked out our New and Improved Facebook page yet? If you are
currently on Facebook and have not yet visited our page or have not visited it in a
while, I encourage you to visit it soon. If you are not currently on Facebook, |
encourage you to join up soon. The new page is full of all kind of Civil War-related
news and information, well worth your time.

Twin Cities Civil War Round # Favorites
Table i
2.9K followers « 37 following
o This p g e focs n the US Civil War and promotes the of the Twin Cit C il War R nd Table, on-profit,
- i - host bJ t matter experts who speak at monthly i -Ma y) ), MN.
i = Non, p ofit organization

o HBLEMI3I0



RELICS AND ARTIFACTS WANTED

For our April 25, 2026, Symposium
Silent Auction

Symposium attendees have always shown great interest
in the items donated for our Memorabilia Table
connected to the Civil War. Items such as letters from-
to soldiers, military items such as uniforms, musket
rounds, newspaper articles of the day, really any item
that brings one closer to understanding what times
were like during the Civil War. Please check your
souvenir drawer for the things you would like to donate
and bring them to the March meeting.

Please contact Phil Baker at pbaker527175@gmail.com
to inform him of what you can donate.




From the Dusty Collection #63
In the Movies: Filming Glory
Stephen E. Osman

The First Minnesota reenactment group at its 1980’s peak had over 125
members. This allowed us to field authentic company sized formations (35 or so
men) for national events. The solid organization, superb drill training, and esprit
de corps was unique among such hobby groups and caught Hollywood’s attention.

From the Blue and Gray and North and South mini—seriés, td feature films like
Gettysburg and Dances With Wolves, the First Minnesota was there.

So, it was hardly a surprise when we were invited to provide an infantry
company for upcoming filming of Glory. Little did we realize the future popularity
of this iconic retelling of the heroic story of the 54 Massachusetts Colored
Infantry and their bloody 1863 assault on Confederate Fort Wagner When the
movie’s reenactment : T B et R —
coordinator contacted this o | BT X4
author, we negotiated a
proposal that worked its
way to approval by both
the production company
and by members of the
First. Hollywood would
not pay us the usual per
diem reenactor rate, but
would rather transport us
to the film site and back home at no cost. Another part of the deal on our end was
that we would outfit each of our men in Confederate uniforms for a couple of the
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interior scenes in Fort Wagner. It was quite the effort for about five seconds on
screen.

On a cold April afternoon, we flew to Jacksonville, Florida and were bussed
up to beautiful Jekyll Island, Georgia. On arrival, we encountered a group of
African American men racing around a hotel parking lot pushing each other on
luggage carts. It seemed that this was a rare time these stunt men had ever worked
together in numbers, and they were just as wild and crazy as all stunt actors — and
certainly enjoying their free time! But the hotel was not for us. Rather, we
marched to a sandy beach with scattered pine trees, and there pitched our tents in
the dark. The air was balmy (and with mosquitos) but the sand made a soft bed for
the first night of our week of filming. Within our Minnesota group were two black
reenactors, one a Fort Snelling tour guide and the other a friend of a member. The
production company immediately “confiscated” them. And while it meant a few
nice close ups in the finished movie, they usually unhappily dragged themselves
back to camp hours after the rest of the company had been released, been fed, and
was now relaxing around the fire.

One perk that week was the chance to enjoy the warm Gulf stream off the
Island. Given
permission to
dismiss the
company for an
hour, the captain
joined the men
in quickly
stripping for a
dip in the ocean.
Some of us
enjoyed
exploring the
tidal marshes to discover horseshoe crabs and other creatures not found in
Minnesota. And we were amused by the dozens of uniformed mannequins on the
beach representing casualties of the 54" Massachusetts.




Another sight we explored was the full scale replica of Fort Wagner
constructed just for the movie. Now the real Fort Wagner faced the other way on
Morris Island at the
entrance to
Charleston Bay and
had long since
washed out to sea
along with the
remains of Colonel
= #» Robert Shaw and his
#  men of the 54"
| Massachusetts. But
this replica was
impressive
nonetheless and a
faithful front side
copy of what was
probably the largest sand fort ever constructed during the Civil War. We would
see it later, both as rebels inside and as yanks assaulting its steep parapets in the
dark.

The actual ﬁlmlng experience was the expected hurry up and wait. But
given the weather [

and scenery it
was quite
tolerable. We
served mostly as
background to

the formations of
black troops - and
what troops they
were. There were
a few motivated
and well trained
reenactors,
including a direct ‘
descendent of Sergeant William Carney who was awarded the Medal of Honor for
carrying the national color during the assault. Others were motivated extras hired
locally. But to get requisite numbers the production company contracted for
Savannah area jail prisoners on work release to be bussed down to the Island.
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Each morning some of these men would be bussed back north for some minor,
overnight infraction. And they proved a frequent frustration to the film crew and
more serious extras. In one instance while over a thousand troops were waiting in
formation for the camera crews to position and the director to yell “Action” we all
noticed a Coke can rolling across the white beach sand immediately in front of
those work release extras and evidently just discarded. The director was not
amused!

The food on this particular shoot was not up to the feasts we expected from
previous filmings. One day we had only cold bacon sandwiches on white bread;
’ the boys were always looking for a way to get more

‘ to eat. One officer had a haversack full of cereal

5 boxes saved from breakfast and enjoyed a less than
authentic but welcome beach snack while waiting for
orders. In another instance we were positioned in
ranks next to a table containing piles of snacks but
were told [by English actor Cary Elwes] that it was
for the crew only. An unnamed Minnesota officer
ordered his second platoon, closest to the table, to
pass their muskets right to the first platoon, and upon
the order “second platoon, fall out” to grab and
conceal all the snacks in their jackets. They did so
flawlessly in less than 30 seconds. Other reenactors saw us and they leaped for the
table. But our now innocent looking second platoon was already back in ranks,
muskets in hand, and ready to share the plunder with first platoon once the adjacent
near riot had been dispersed.

The highlight of the filming and the movie was the after dark assault on Fort
Wagner. This turned out to be a long and exciting night. Fires burned inside of the
Fort, and a huge projector system threw multi-colored lights over the whole scene.
In front of us were the African American extras, and in front of them the
Hollywood stunt men carrying prop muskets with rubber bayonets. (You can see
the bayonets wiggle in the final cut.) As we waited for the first of several calls to
action, I walked forward to the 54 Massachusetts ranks to visit our kidnapped
comrades. The smell of marijuana was heavy in the air and an appropriate warning
was soon given to our boys. This was the first time those inexperienced extras had
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blank loaded muskets with bayonets fixed. There was definitely a risk of injury as
we scrambled forward and up toward the Fort Wagner parapets.

With ground explosions, hundreds of men shouting, musket flashes from the
parapets, stunt men launched in the air from air pressured spring boards, and
nearby cannon discharges it was quite an experience. Most of our First Minnesota
company had been to huge national reenactments, but with the disorienting night
action and Hollywood special effects it was definitely worth the long night of
repeated takes and long waits between. Now did we actually see ourselves in the
movie? Yes and no. As the 54™ Massachusetts marches down to the beach
between ranks of cheering Union soldiers, the infantry company on their right with
officers waving their hats is indeed our intrepid group of Minnesota movie stars.

And yes, these sorts of experiences were a real thrill for any reenactor. But
just a few years earlier I had the privlege of spending part of a day with a very
elderly man whose father had served as a young officer in one of the white
regiments that followed the 54" Massachusetts in the attack. He said that his father
had told him that he was unable to finish the roll call of his company that night
after the attack failed. He was crying so hard that he could not read the names on
his pocket roster through his tears — so many of his comrades were missing and
probably ended up in nameless graves eventually washed into the sea.
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New Minnesota Military and Veteran’s Museum Update

Construction is nearing completion along Highway 371 outside Camp
Ripley. Interior and grounds work will be done by April. Carpet is now being laid.
Galleries, public spaces and offices are being finished. Macro artifacts, including
the WWII cannon from the USS Ward, are being conserved and the last few will be
installed in the next month or two.

As you know the museum issued a $50,000 challenge to members of Twin
Cities Civil War Round Table to underwrite the museum’s permanent Civil War
Exhibit. We have met that
challenge but are waiting for
a final few pledges to be
submitted. Members are
encouraged to continue to
contribute to this project.

The challenge runs
through 2026. All donations
are fully tax-deductible.
Some of us have used the
' required minimum
distribution from our IRA’s to
donate, thus reducing our
reportable taxable income. Donors will receive an acknowledgement letter from
the museum.
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And watch for updates on our planned charter bus excursion to the Museum
on Saturday September 26.
There are three easy ways to donate:
¢ Visit the museum website and make an electronic donation, noting that you
are with the TCCWRT. https://www.mnvetmuseum.org/new-site-facility
e Mail a donation to the museum, noting in the check memo “TCCWRT.”
MN Military and Veterans Museum, Camp Ripley, 15000 Highway 115
Little Falls, MN 56345-4173.
e Or hand a check to Stephen Osman at a meeting to be forwarded up to the
museum.
Please let Stephen know 1n all cases so that he can add you to the tracking
documents. foragecaps(@comcast.net

Check the museum web site to see a conceptual fly over and through the new
building.
https://www.mnvetmuseum.org/new-site-facility

Here are two a live camera views of the museum under construction:
https://www.mnvetmuseum.org/live-cameras

CAN YOU HELP WITH THE NEWSLETTER

We are looking for someone to do a monthly feature on upcoming Civil War
themed events around Minnesota and the upper Midwest. It could include
“Civil War Days,” presentations at other Minnesota Roundtables meeting, etc.

Contact Bruce Cooper at earlofbruce(@Hotmail.com for more information.
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Join us for a

- Civil War Round Table
~ Saturday, June 20, 2026

al the Wheels Actoss the Prairie Heritage Center
: - Hwy. 14, Tracy, MN

*Speakers Stephen Osman and Joe Fitzharris
11 a.m. fo 12:30 p.m.

Stephen Osman will discuss the 3rd Regiment of Minnesota at
‘Wood Lake. Stephen has local roots, as his grandfather owned a
farm north of Tracy. Our second speaker, Joseph Fitzharris, will

present on Lake Shetek and the 3rd Regiment.

*Lunch and social time irom 12:30-1:30 p.m.
*Lake Shetek Tour from 1:30 to 4 p.m.

Additionally, we will be touring Lake Shetek sites with Jesse
James and the park historian.

Return to museum
between 5-5:30 p.m.
o r
, Please call 507-626-1949
WILL OPEN I for more information orto

AT 9 AM. , make your reservation

Y

STEVEN SCHIER’S TRIVIA QUESTION ANSWER:

Intervene, but none did.

Civil War Resources Links

American Battlefield Civil War Book Review Library of Congress

Trust
National Archives MN Historical Society National Park Service
Sons of Union Veterans West Point Online Civil War Round Table
Civil War Database Atlases Congress
Wikipedia Maps by Hal
Jesperson
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OUR 2025-2026 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
President: Mark Pridgeon

Vice President: John-Erich Mantius
Secretary: Carol VanOrnum

Treasurer: Jerry Ogdahl

Past President: Rod Myers

At Large Members:

Phil Baker, Brett Johnson, James Mewborn, Aidan Ruch, Gary Wittnebel,
Lana Blumhoefer, Bruce Cooper, and Bob Svacina

Webmaster: Ron Whitehead

NEWS Editor: Bruce Cooper

CONTACT US:
Twin Cities Civil War Roundtable

info@tccwrt.com
https://tccwrt.com/

Editor’s Note: This month’s newsletter uses a larger font size than previously
used (14 verses 11). Some members with more “experienced” eyes have asked
for a larger font size to make reading the TCCWRT News more enjoyable for
them.

Can you contribute to a future newsletter? Writers are wanted to submit
Civil War related articles to this newsletter.
Please submit your drafts to Bruce Cooper: earlofbruce@hotmail.com
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