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THE CAVALRY!!
BY CAROL VANORNUM

The Minnesota Civil War Symposium, held on Saturday, April 25%, was an
enjoyable and informative event. Eighty-seven participants from the TCCWRT
and other Minnesota Round Tables learned about the Cavalry during the War.

Stephen Osman started off with a presentation titled Arming the Minnesota
Cavalry. He shared his lifelong interest in cavalry equipment by explaining the
diverse types of weapons carried by Minnesotans cavalrymen, who continued to
serve over a year after the end of the war. An extensive display of original gear
augmented the presentation.

Jon-Erik Gilot of Wheeling, West Virginia, presented 7o Claim a Western Frontier:
Jenkin’s 1862 & 1863 Trans-Allegheny Raids. Not as popular as JEB Stuart or
Nathan Bedford Forrest, Albert Galletin Jenkins led the lesser-known Kanawha
Valley Campaign and Trans-Allegheny Raid. During this raid, Jenkins penetrated



more than 500 miles behind Union lines, crossed the Ohio River, and became the
first Confederate force to plant their flag on Union soil. His talk traced the
movements, personalities, and outcomes of the 1862 and 1863 Trans-Allegheny
raids, where Jenkins and his raiders sought to reclaim Virginia’s western frontier.
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Next up was Bruce P. Gleason, Ph.D. of St. Thomas University. Dr. Gleason
teaches and advises students within Graduate Programs in Music Education. He
shared the history of mounted cavalry bands, noting that the birth of the cavalry
band started in 1096. The difference in music in the Civil War was that the infantry
used woodwinds, and the cavalry used brass instruments. It was a fun discussion
for the audience, with someone asking, “How can a soldier ride a horse when he
needed both hands to play an instrument?”

Le regiment de Bercheny, ¢. 1752,
Musée de I’Armee, Paris




Lunch time! During the Civil War-era lunch of red beans with sausage, rice, and
cornbread, we were entertained by the Pearl Button Band. They gave a fine
performance of Civil War music.

Our fourth presenter was Jeffrey Wert who, at 79 years old, chose not to travel
from Pennsylvania to Minnesota. The presentation was given live, via Zoom,
which went without a hitch. His talk was JEB Stuart and His Controversial Role in
the Gettysburg Campaign. Mr. Wert dispelled the myths about Stuart and shared
his research into Stuart’s actual movements. Although Stuart made terrible
misjudgments on his movements during the battle, Mr. Wert believes he was the
“finest cavalry man in the Civil War.”

Jon-Erik Gilot’s second presentation was “Worth to Us An Army..."" The Jones-
Imboden Raid. This topic centered on the Baltimore and Ohio Rail lines (B&O). If
the Confederates could sever the B&O, it would effectively close the western
railroad for a long time. In fact, General Lee thought that cutting the B&O would
be “worth to us an army.” Mr. Gilot listed the objectives and process to get to the
final raid.

The day ended with a Q and A for the panel speakers of Osman, Gleason, and
Gilot.

We look forward to the April 2027 Symposium, which will be held at the new
Minnesota Military Museum.

OUR MAY MEETING: MAY 19, 2026

Held in War’s Grasp: The Ordeals of Veteranhood After the Civil War

Brian Jordan



Beginning where many histories end, Brian Matthew Jordan reveals the desperate
fate that awaited Civil War veterans after demobilization. While Confederate

troops returned to homes that shared in a sense of defeat, Union veterans returned
to a civilian population eager to put the war behind them. Based on prodigious
research in a trove of veteran correspondence, medical records, and pension files,
this lecture surveys the myriad ways in which the Civil War continued to annex the
bodies and minds of its survivors. Further, it reveals how the protracted battles over
the conflict’s memory and legacy further complicated the onerous task of
reintegration for ordinary veterans.

Brian Matthew Jordan is Associate Professor of U.S. Civil War History and
Chair of the Department of History at Sam Houston State University. Professor
Jordan earned his undergraduate degree in Civil War Era Studies at Gettysburg
College (working under the tutelage of Gabor Boritt and Allen Guelzo), and M.A.,
M.Phil., and Ph.D. degrees in History at Yale. His first book, Marching Home:
Union Veterans and Their Unending Civil War, was a finalist (one of three runners-
up) for the 2016 Pulitzer Prize in History and, in its dissertation form, won the
George Washington Egleston Prize (for Best U.S. History Dissertation at Yale) and
John Addison Porter Prize. He has authored or edited five other books on Civil
War soldiers, veterans, and memory, including The War Went On: Reconsidering
the Lives of Civil War Veterans (with Evan Rothera); A Thousand May Fall: An
Immigrant Regiment's Civil War, and Final Resting Places: Reflections on the
Meaning of Civil War Graves (with Jonathan W. White). Presently, he is at work
on This War of Ours: A New History of the Civil War in the United States, a one-
volume history of the conflict for Liveright/W.W. Norton. Brian is the founding co-
editor of the series “Veterans” at the University of Massachusetts Press, and, for a
decade, has served as Book Review Editor for The Civil War Monitor. He appears
regularly on C-SPAN and was featured in the HISTORY Channel's three-part
documentary on the life of U.S. Grant. A native of Akron, Ohio, he lives in Houston
with his wife and three-year old daughter, Elizabeth.

STEVEN SCHIER’S CIVIL WAR TRIVIA QUESTION
Guest appearance by The Editor.

Who commanded the two opposing armies at the Battle of New Market fought on
May 15, 18647



(See page 14 for the answer)
TCCWRT MEMBERS WITH MAY BIRTHDAYS

5/1 Bob Engstrom 5/22 Greg Burns
5/5 Jerald Carveth 5/26 Deb Bachrach
5/6 Mark Pridgeon 5/28 Jerry Geis

Happy Birthday, Members!

TCCWRT DELEGATION TO FREDERICKSBURG

We’re heading to Fredericksburg to meet our Sister Round Table! Details of a
proposed itinerary are listed below. If you’re interested in getting emails on

updates, please contact Carol at info@tccwrt.com.

Tuesday, June 16, 2026

We fly into Reagan National Airport. The afternoon arrivals will have some time
before we are hosted by the CWRTF for dinner and informal discussion on the
sustainability of our round tables and our Sister round table relationship.

Wednesday, June 17 2026

Tour during the day, followed by attendance at the CWRT meeting (includes
dinner). John-Erich to speak for five minutes about the TCCWRT.

Thursday, June 18 2026

All day touring. Dinner on our own.

Friday, June 19, 2026

Return to Minneapolis.


mailto:info@tccwrt.com

Hotel Choices: Marriot Downtown Fredericksburg or the Ironclad Inn B&B
Possible places to tour TBD

« Kenmore Plantation House

o Confederate Cemetery

o Fredericksburg Area Museum

o Masonic Cemetery

o Mary Washington's memorial

o Rising Sun Tavern

« Hugh Mercer's Apothecary museum

o James Monroe Museum

o Fielding Lewis' Store

o Ferry Farm (Washington's boyhood home)
« Belmont (Gary Melchoir's --world famous artist --House in Falmouth)
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From the Dusty Collection #64
Interesting Finds from the Heritage Arms Society Show

Heritage Arms Society is a nonprofit educational association of advanced
collectors of early firearms and accessories. The group meets bimonthly at the
Bloomington Event Center for a meal and a historical presentation. Each spring
they hold a one-day exhibition and sale at the Eagan Ice Arena that features tables
of fur trade and Civil War artifacts, flintlock and percussion antique firearms,
swords, and all the small items that fall between. And each spring hundreds of
collectors scour those tables for rare bargains. That includes this author, who
always drags somethmg home March 2026 was no cxceptlon

A collector fnend from Western Mlnnesota handed me a dark colored well-
used walking cane and I noticed a nice eagle head carved on the top plus a period
inscription. Spiraling around the body of
the cane was carved “PVT JOHN
VRIELAND, CO. K, 2" MINN. VOL.
INFY.” I handed the cane to my son while
I continued to chat with my friend. Soon,
Austin was trying to get my attention
while mouthing “buy it.” And so, I did.
John Vreeland was not one of the original
members of the hard fighting Second Regiment, havmg enhsted on March 11
1864, just as the unit returned to '
Ringold, Georgia, after a Minnesota
furlough. Over 80% of the men
veteranized for another three-year
enlistment during those happy weeks
at home. Vreeland was among many
replacements later escorted south to join the Second, but he was one of the few
actual recruits. Most others were draftees or substitutes. Vreeland lived in Winona
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but was mustered in Rochester by Captain Abner See, late sergeant major Fifth
Minnesota Infantry and just commissioned captain in the US Colored Infantry. He




likely collected a cash bounty from his local community then anxious to fill its
quota to avoid the draft. Substitutes, on the other hand, were men privately paid to
take the place of those drafted. Both substitutes and draftees were sometimes
looked upon with suspicion; in some units many deserted. But Vreeland was a
volunteer recruit in his late 30s, much older than most of the men he accompanied
to the veteran regiment, and proved a faithful soldier.

Born in New York in 1827, Vreeland moved to Iowa then Minnesota in the
late 1850s with wife and young family. He worked as a carpenter and just five
years after the war reported $500 in real estate and $100 in personal property, an
average middle class net worth. Census records show that five children had joined
him and his wife Eliza (Elizabeth) by 1863. One wonders why he left the family
for the army? And there are questions about wife Eliza. Her New York grave
marker shows a birth date of 1820 and death date . iy
of 1905. But both the 1857 Minnesota Territorial
and the 1870 Federal Census show her seven
years younger than John. And even more
curious, the 1855 New York Census listed her as
four years older than John. Back in New York
for the 1880 census, Elizabeth was now seven
years older than John. Perhaps Minnesota was ¥
good for a woman’s health! Both Vreelands lived
into the 20" Century and the 1900 Census verified the ages shown on the grave
marker. John filed for an invalid pension in 1890 and lived until WWI.

Little details could be found on Private Vreeland’s service, although his
unsearched pension papers at the National Archives probably hold some morsels.
We know he served until the summer of
1865 when he was discharged at
Louisville. From family records we
know that he participated in Sherman’s
March to the Sea in November and
December 1864. He would have been
under fire in the Second Minnesota’s
many engagements during the Atlanta
Campaign and the final 1865 campaign
through the Carolinas. And Vreeland
would have marched on the second day
of the Grand Review in Washington in
May when Sherman’s well-tanned veteran army made such a memorable
impression on the crowds. There are dozens of great photos of this two-day event




on the Library of Congress web site. Perhaps he carved his cane while traveling to
Louisville for discharge, or when returning upriver to his family in Minnesota.

My second find told an even more mterestmg story and proved to be an
exceedingly rare survival. It originated at the other end of the Mississippi River
and saw brief use during the inefectual defense of the city of New Orleans. In
April 1862, a Federal fleet crossed the bar and entered the lower Mississippi, then
protected by Confederate Forts Jackson and St. Phillip flanking the river. Most
rebel troops had been drawn north to Corinth, Mississippi and the nearby Battle of
Shiloh leaving fewer than 3,000 men to protect New Orleans. Most of these were
local 90-day militia, including the aptly named Chalmette Regiment. According to
General Mansfield Lovell
commanding the defenses, “about
1,200 had muskets and the
remainder shotguns of indifferent
description.” Those shotguns,
mostly double barreled, had been
gathered up from civilians and
shipped to the city for modification. The firm of Cook and Brother refurbished
each, added sling swivels, and then soldered a double lug brass bar to the right side
of the upper barrel.

Those unique lugs, each serial numbered, engaged a matching numbered
saber bayonet which the Cook e
Brothers designed and manufactured.
My Minnesota-found bayonet is
number 497 of fewer than 1,000
produced. The Cooks’ firm charged
the Confederate government $9 for
each shotgun modification, saber
bayonet, scabbard and leather belt
frog. At least 600 of these shotguns
and brass hilt bayonets were issued to
the Chalmette Regiment in March
1862. That barely-trained unit, composed of Scandinavian and other immigrants,
Creoles and Cajuns, was commanded by Colonel Ignacy Szymanski and would




soon face the might of the US Navy just below New Orleans. They camped on the
levee at Quarantine Station six miles upriver from Fort St. Phillip and drilled while
awaiting the inevitable. Meanwhile, enterprising British businessmen Ferdinand
and Francis Cook hurridly packed up their manufacturing equipment, comandeered
kT IT; a steamboat, headed up to
oK & Eﬂ@’ﬂ‘ﬂﬁﬂ Vicksburg and then over to
Selma, Alabama. There, and
later in Athens, Georgia, they
resumed manufacture of well-
made rifles, carbines and
/,.; =+« bayonets for the Confederacy.
K/W " 2 They even issued their own
currency hke this banknote printed in New Orleans shortly before they fled the
city.
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On the night of April 24/25 the Federal fleet under Admiral David Farragut
overpowered the Confederate forts with a massive artillery bombardment. Veteran
i naval Captain Theodorus Bailey, aboard the small steamer

USS Cayuga, sped ahead in the dark past the forts and
- toward the city. Around 5 AM he encountered a
Confederate camp just below the river bank levee (some 10
to 20 feet below his ship’s cannons) and immediately
opened fire with canister. The Chalmette Regiment,
powerless to respond and unable to flee through the
flooded swamps, lost a number of men before Colonel
Szymanski arranged a surrender. Captain Bailey ordered
o the militia to pile their shotguns, bayonets, flags, and camp
““ equipage along the levee and await further 1nstruct10ns
while the USS Cayuga soon steamed "
upriver to demand the city’s surrender.
According to a Confederate officer, the
bewildered militia “were raw, undrilled,
and perfectly ignorant even in the use of
the shotguns with which they were
armed.” This brief action at dawn would
be the only instance during the Civil War
of a single ship capturing an infantry
regiment deployed on land.

And what became of those shotguns and bayonets? Captain Bailey took
several aboard his ship as souvenirs and later added commemorative plaques to the
stocks. Others were picked up by Federal soldiers and sailors who passed the
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surrender site. The rest were most likely simply tossed into the Mississippi River.
A few more were carried away by scattered companies of the Chalmette Regiment
who had been posted in the bayous and had not formally surrendered. But at least
one surviving example somehow made it to Minnesota. Perhaps it was once a
souvenir of a Minnesota soldier who passed through the Crescent City. Today it is
a unique reminder of one of the North’s early Civil War victories.

Join us for a

Civil War Round Table
Safurday, June 20, 2026

~at the Wheels Actoss the Prairie Heritage Center
4 Hwy. 14, Tracy, MN

*Speakers Stephen Osman and Joe Fitzharris
11 a.m. {0 12:30 p.m.

Stephen Osman will discuss the 3rd Regiment of Minnesota at
‘Wood Lake. Stephen has local roots, as his grandfather owned a
farm north of Tracy. Our second speaker, Joseph Fitzharris, will

present on Lake Shetek and the 3rd Regiment.

*Lunch and social time from 12:30-1:30 p.m.
*Lake Shetek Tour from 1:30 to 4 p.m.

Additionally, we will be touring Lake Shetek sites with Jesse
James and the park historian.

Refurn to museum
between 5-5:30 p.m.
MUSEUM S Please call 507-626-1949
WILL OPEN *( ' Jfor more information or to
}\. AT 9 A.M. | make your reservation
" VANAN \

RICHARD KROM PASSES AT AGE 83

Richard Glen Krom
May 13, 1942 — March 30, 2026

Richard (Dick) Glen Krom, 83, of Rochester, passed away on the morning of
Monday, March 30, 2026, at Cascade Creek Memory Care. Richard was born May
13, 1942, in Rochester, MN to Donald and Helen (Bassett) Krom. He was a 1960
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graduate of John Marshall High School and attended Rochester Junior College
from 1961-1963 and his primary area of study was Engineering with a secondary
focus in history and writing.

He was the President of the Veterans and Emergency Services Museum located in
the Hilton Hotel in Rochester, MN. He was also an honorary member of the
Rochester Korean War Veterans, President of the Rochester Minnesota Civil War
Roundtable, helped organize local hero events in Rochester and took great pride in
co-chairing and starting a Living History Fair at the Olmsted County Historical
Society, which was a Civil War themed event. Richard and his wife, Sharon, also
published a 730 page book titled; The First MN... Second to None, spending 9
years tracking down and compiling 218 original letters and the surrounding history
of his great-grandfather, Edward H. Bassett, who was a private in the Minnesota
1st Volunteer Infantry Regiment.

2026 CIVIL WAR HISTORY DAY WINNER: MADELYN BARTEN

Her paper entitled “The 8" Minnesota: A Bridge Between Narratives” won the
National History Day competition. It can be found on our website HERE.
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https://tccwrt.com/civil-war-essays/

Historical Reenactment Sale
LeDuc Historic Estate - May 9, 2026

Are you a historical reenactor? This is your chance to sell or buy items related to
many periods of living history.

This sale is for individuals, by individuals. We welcome historical clothing,
accessories, camping gear, antiques, books, art, and other items of interest to
fellow reenactors and history enthusiasts, and to the general public. Some
restrictions apply, including no firearms or culturally sensitive objects.

Saturday, May 9
Sale hours 8:00 am to 4:00 pm (set up starts at 7:00 am)

LeDuc Historic Estate grounds
1629 Vermillion Street, Hastings, MN

+ Reserve your space by April 25. Email Sally: sallyanderson99@comcast.net

+ Costis 510 per table. Please provide vour own table(s).

+ Tables will be set up outside. You may bring tents or awnings.

+ You will price your own items, staff your space, and manage your own sales
and payment methods.

+ Remove your own unsold items from the site at the end of the sale day.

Sponsored by the Hastings Area
Historical Society, in cooperation with

the Dakota County Historical Society. WELL, Now |
This sale is part of the Hastings HAVE ALL
Citywide Garage Sale/100 Mile )
Garage Sale weekend. THE KIT P'LL

EVER NEED.
Questions? Please contact:
SAID NO
RE-ENACTOR
EVER.

Spencer Johnson
Spencerjl 957 @email.com

Sally Anderson

sallyanderson99@comcast.net
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STEVEN SCHIER’S TRIVIA QUESTION ANSWER:

Union: Major General Franz Sigel, Confederate: General John C. Breckinridge

Civil War Resources Links

American Battlefield Civil War Book Review Library of Congress

Trust
National Archives MN Historical Society National Park Service
Sons of Union Veterans West Point Online Civil War Round Table
Civil War Database Atlases Congress
Wikipedia Maps by Hal
Jesperson

OUR 2025-2026 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
President: Mark Pridgeon

Vice President: John-Erich Mantius
Secretary: Carol VanOrnum

Treasurer: Jerry Ogdahl

Past President: Rod Myers

At Large Members:

Phil Baker, Brett Johnson, James Mewborn, Aiden Ruch, Gary Wittnebel,
Lana Blumhoefer, Bruce Cooper and Bob Svacina

Webmaster: Ron Whitehead

NEWS Editor: Bruce Cooper
CONTACT US:
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https://www.battlefields.org/
https://www.battlefields.org/
https://repository.lsu.edu/cwbr/
https://www.loc.gov/
https://www.archives.gov/
https://www.mnhs.org/
https://www.nps.gov/index.htm
https://www.suvcwdb.org/
https://www.suvcwdb.org/
https://dhc.westpoint.edu/atlases/
https://dhc.westpoint.edu/atlases/
https://www.cwrtcongress.org/
https://www.cwrtcongress.org/
https://www.cwmaps.com/freemaps.html
https://www.cwmaps.com/freemaps.html

Twin Cities Civil War Roundtable

info@tccwrt.com

https://tccwrt.com/

Can you contribute to a future newsletter? Writers are wanted to submit
Civil War related articles to this newsletter.
Please submit your drafts to Bruce Cooper: earlofbruce@hotmail.com
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