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 NEWS 
Issue 74: June 2026 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT: JOHN-ERICH MANTIUS 
 

Greetings, Members! 

 

A wonderful and informative 2025-2026 season came to a close in May with a 

fantastic selection of speakers. A big thanks to Mark Pridgeon, outgoing President, 

for all his efforts. We’re immensely grateful. 

As your new President, it is an honor and a privilege to serve and be part of this 

group. As Dr. Curt Fields said (“U.S. Grant” in October), “You have something 

very special there.” Yes, a vibrant and dedicated organization that has endured for 

more than 71 years. 

For the upcoming season, in addition to compelling narratives from leading 

historians from around the country, we will be laser-focused on attracting new 

members. And all of you will be asked to help bring new members into our fold. 

Carol VanOrnum will be leading a membership drive (Member Recruitment 

Challenge), and we will be awarding $50 to the member signing up the most 

number of new members. We’re looking at other ways to entice new Civil War 

enthusiasts to join our group to keep the organization viable, and your input and 

assistance is critical. 

I’d like to also welcome our two new leadership members, Kayla Williams, our 

new Vice President, and Erin Whitehead, our new Secretary. Congratulations and 

welcome aboard! Jerry Ogdahl will continue his remaining term as Treasurer. 

Carol VanOrnum, as Board Member, will manage dues and meal registrations. 
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The Scholarship Fund is still a work in progress, and we continue to search for 

appropriate candidates. We have a teacher who is working to generate interest in 

the upcoming school year. 

We’re also very excited about our field trip to Fredericksburg in June and our visit 

to the new Minnesota Military Museum at Camp Ripley in September. Our goal is 

to continue to explore venues of interest to all of you. 

Wishing everyone a fun, enjoyable, and healthy summer. Hope to see many of you 

at the picnic in July! 

Sincerely, 

John-Erich 

 

John-Erich Mantius 

President – Twin Cities Civil War Round Table 

 

TWIN CITIES CIVIL WAR ROIUND TABLE – SURVEY RESULTS 
 

The Board appreciates the time members took to respond to this survey, which had 

statistically a very good response rate of 42%. The Board will keep this valuable 

feedback in mind as it develops plans and activities in the months ahead. A big, 

heartfelt “Thank you!” to you all. 

The survey results really show that the Twin Cities Civil War Round Table remains 

a strong and well-liked organization with a very loyal membership base. Members 

clearly value the group’s core mission of Civil War education, great speakers, and 

the friendships and camaraderie that have developed over the years. In fact, many 

respondents basically said, “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” The newsletter in 

particular received very positive feedback and continues to be one of the 

organization’s biggest strengths, with most members reading all or most editions 

each year. Members also offered thoughtful suggestions for improvement, 

including larger print, more Minnesota Civil War content, summaries of previous 

presentations, beginner-friendly material, and more opportunities for member 

contributions. 
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1. Make Meetings Easier and More Flexible to Attend 

The biggest issue that came through in the survey was the dinner requirement tied 

to attending presentations. A lot of members — especially older members or those 

dealing with health, mobility, transportation, or budget concerns — would 

appreciate a simpler and more flexible option, such as attending just the speaker 

portion without purchasing a meal. 

2. Find Ways to Bring in Younger Members 

One of the biggest long-term challenges is bringing in younger people who are 

interested in history and the Civil War. That may mean reaching out more to 

schools, colleges, museums, reenactment groups, veterans’ organizations, and local 

history communities while also making the group more visible online and 

welcoming to newcomers. 

3. Spread the Workload Around More 

Several members expressed concern that too much of the organization depends on 

just a handful of people. Over time, that can lead to burnout. Finding more 

volunteers, mentoring newer members, and gradually building the next generation 

of leadership will be important for the organization’s future. 

4. Keep the Strong Programming Coming 

The speaker programs are clearly the heart of the organization and one of the main 

reasons members keep coming back. Continuing to bring in strong speakers, 

possibly starting presentations a bit earlier, and exploring ways to financially 

support even better programming should remain a priority. 

5. Offer More Activities Outside the Regular Meetings 

Members showed interest in things like local field trips, battlefield tours, movie 

outings, and other special events. Activities like these can strengthen friendships 

within the group and keep members engaged beyond the monthly dinner meetings. 

6. Improve Communication Without Forcing Social Media 

Most members don’t seem very interested in Facebook, but improving 

communication is still important. The website and email updates can continue to 
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serve members well, while social media can be used more as a tool to attract new 

people and raise awareness about the organization. 

7. Keep an Eye on Costs and Value 

Members had mixed feelings about meal prices and overall costs. Some felt prices 

were getting high, while others said they would pay more for better quality. 

Regularly reviewing costs, menus, dues, and overall value will help keep the 

organization affordable and attractive. 

8. Do More to Welcome and Retain New Members 

New members are more likely to stay involved when they feel welcomed and 

included early on. A more personal onboarding process, clearer communication, 

and opportunities to get involved could help newer members feel connected and 

become long-term participants in the organization. 

 

John-Erich Mantius 

President – Twin Cities Civil War Round Table 

 

BRUCE COOPER’S CIVIL WAR TRIVIA QUESTION OF THE MONTH 

 

What famous Confederate spy is buried near Wisconsin Dells, WI? 

Special thanks to Steve Schier for all the questions he provided over the years. 

(See page 12 for the answer) 

 

TCCWRT MEMBERS WITH JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

 

6/7   Jim Sullivan 

6/7   Gerry Brandt 

6/8   Tom Albin 

6/15   Dan Sherry 

6/22   Joel Malmberg 

6/25   David Peterson 

6/26   Wally Droegemueller



5 
 

Happy Birthday, Members! 

 

TCCWRT DELEGATION TO FREDERICKSBURG 

 

We’re heading to Fredericksburg to meet our Sister Round Table!  Details of a 

proposed itinerary are listed below.  If you’re interested in getting emails on 

updates, please contact Carol at info@tccwrt.com. 

Tuesday, June 16, 2026 

Morning flight to Reagan National Airport.  Leadership Meeting with the CWRT 

of Fredericksburg group followed by dinner. 

 

Wednesday, June 17 2026 

A guided Fredericksburg Battlefield tour during the day, followed by attendance at 

the CWRT meeting (includes dinner). John-Erich to speak for five minutes about 

the TCCWRT.   

 

Thursday, June 18 2026 

A guided tour of Spotsylvania tour.   

Friday, June 19, 2026 

Return to Minneapolis.   

Hotel Choices: Marriot Downtown Fredericksburg or the Ironclad Inn B&B 

Possible places to tour TBD 

• Chatham Mansion and grounds (part of the NHP but across the river from 

the town) 

• Kenmore Plantation House 

• Confederate Cemetery 

• Fredericksburg Area Museum 

• Masonic Cemetery 

• Mary Washington's memorial 

mailto:info@tccwrt.com
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• Rising Sun Tavern 

• Hugh Mercer's Apothecary museum 

• James Monroe Museum 

• Fielding Lewis' Store 

• Ferry Farm (Washington's boyhood home) 

• Belmont (Gary Melchoir's --world famous artist --House in Falmouth) 
 
 
 

REGISTER FOR THE 6TH ANNUAL TCCWRT PICNIC - JULY 21, 2026 
 

 

Tuesday, July 21, 2026, from 4:00 to 7:00 

Wabun B picnic area, Minnehaha Park 

Food!  Fun!  A Trivia Contest! 

To sign up for a food item, or a $5.00 contribution, call or email Lana 

Blumhoefer at lanarae27@yahoo.com or (952) 228-3929. 

DEADLINE IS July 11th. 

 

 

mailto:lanarae27@yahoo.com
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From the Dusty Collection #65 

The First Minnesota’s Sanford Mountain Rifles 

 

 

Among the many rifles, sabers and sets of equipment inventoried at the 

Minnesota State Arsenal in 1865 were three small rifled cannons that had never 

seen field service.  Tragically, however, they disabled two Minnesota soldiers in a 

pair of freak accidents the year before in St. Paul.  Today those same rifled 

cannons, still on their original carriages, are in proud possession of the Minnesota 

National Guard.  One will soon be 

prominently displayed in the new 

Minnesota Military and Veterans 

Museum’s Civil War Gallery. 

U.S. Ambassador to Belgium 

General A. H. Sanford presented the three 

rifled mountain cannons to the First 

Minnesota late in 1861.  Duly impressed 

by the Regiment’s performance at the 

Battle of Bull Run, Sanford had each 

barrel engraved “To the First Regiment 

Minnesota Volunteers, tribute to 

patriotism and valor. Brussels, 1861.”  

The cannons are tentatively British-made 

Blakely Mountain Rifles; larger Blakelys were purchased by the Confederacy.  But 

the First Minnesota presentation rifles, though light and portable, were not proper 

for an infantry unit.  And they used non-standard four-pounder ammunition 

unavailable through the Federal Ordnance Department.  Shipped to the state 

armory in St. Paul, they sat in storage for two years. 

In September 1864 Department of the Northwest commander Major General 

John Pope ordered 100 round artillery salutes to be fired to honor General Phillip 

Sheridan’s victories in the Shenandoah Valley.  The Saint Paul Pioneer, a strongly 

Democratic daily, promptly published a pointed editorial: 

The shoddyites1, after spending all their last month’s salaries in preparation 

for their Lincoln demonstration last evening, had the peculiar meanness to call 

upon Democrats to illuminate their windows upon the occasion of the meeting—in 

honor of Sheridan’s victories!  In one instance they threatened to “spot” a certain 

Democrat who refused to illuminate them, and finally forced him to give them the 

 
1 Shoddy was poor quality woolen cloth containing recycled filler.  Used here pejoratively, it referred to Lincoln 

supporters after defective contractor clothing was delivered to troops in 1861. 
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use of his windows for illumination, though they could not force him to furnish 

candles for them. 

The shoddyites thought, also, they had got a good thing out of Gen. Pope in 

procuring a special order to Gen. Sibley to fire one hundred guns yesterday, in 

honor of Sheridan’s victory.  As it happened, the cartridges could not be prepared 

before 4 o’clock last evening, and perhaps on account of the near hour for the 

shoddy meeting, Gen. Sibley thought that 12 o’clock to-day would be a more 

appropriate hour for a patriotic salute, and ordered it accordingly. 

The impudence of the shoddy claim to patriotism above the great body of the 

people who abhor the forty thousand shoddy thieves fattening upon their 

misfortunes, is illustrated by this attempt to give character to their meeting of 

office holders, by pretending to unite with it a rejoicing over the victories of Union 

arms.2 

A clue to the impending accidents lies in the custom-made blank cartridges 

hurriedly prepared by inexperienced soldiers. Standard sized artillery black powder 

cartridges were a closed cylinder made of tightly woven woolen serge, merino, or 

flannel stitched using woolen yarn.  They were usually tied onto a wooden sabot to 

which a cannon ball was strapped, thus making a fixed round.  The wooden sabot 

insured that the cartridge would be rammed down straight, and not tear and risk 

powder leaking out.  For blank cartridges not using a wooden sabot the precise 

diameter of the filled powder bag was even more critical. Between shots, muzzle 

loading cannons were swabbed with a damp (not wet) sheep wool sponge fitted to 

the bore, while the touch hole at the back was stopped by an artilleryman wearing a 

padded chamois thumbstall.  Embers remaining from one shot could prematurely 

ignite a second shot.  Rifling grooves made it even more important to carefully 

swab between rounds.  Lack of training and improper ammunition led to disaster. 

For firing the salute of one hundred guns in this city yesterday, ordered by 

Gen. Pope in honor of Sheridan’s victories, a detail was made from Company F, of 

Hatch’s Battalion of Cavalry, there being no experienced artillerists at the Fort.  

The firing was commenced yesterday afternoon, on the hill below Jackson Street, 

near the Douglas pole.  In loading for the fourth round, Ephraim Miner, a soldier 

of the above company was ramming in the cartridge when it exploded, it is 

supposed from the bursting of the cartridge bag permitting the heat of the gun or a 

burning fragment of the cloth of the previous cartridge to ignite the powder.  The 

ramrod was fired through Miner’s hands, tearing them shockingly and wounding 

him in the face, and, passing over the Merchant’s Hotel struck on the island on the 

opposite shore of the river.  Miner was knocked over by the ramrod or by the force 

of the explosion, and when picked up it was found that the flesh of his right cheek 

 
2 The Saint Paul Pioneer, September 28, 1864. 
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was torn off, and a bad wound had been made just under his chin, his whole face 

was badly burned, and that both of this hands were terribly torn, so that the bones 

protruded from the ragged, bleeding flesh.  A surgeon was promptly called, and 

the unfortunate man was conveyed to the Sisters’ Hospital, where Drs. Stewart and 

Caine dressed his face, and both his arms were amputated half way between the 

elbow and wrist, by Dr. Stewart3, with the assistance of Dr. Caine. 

Upon calling to see Mr. Miner about 6 o’clock last evening, we found him 

bearing his misfortune bravely, only fearing its effects upon his wife and children, 

and expressing in broken sentences his hopes to have lived to see the old Union 

restored and the Constitutional Democracy once more guiding the country.  We 

were told by the attendants that the surgeons had but little hope of saving the 

man’s life, though thinking his strong constitution and good courage might aid him 

to a recovery.  His eyes are not seriously injured.  If he should recover, both his 

hands being gone, he will be dependent upon others almost as much as a little 

child, and his face, badly scarred and wrinkled, will show no likeness to what is 

was before this accident. 

Mr. Miner, before enlisting, resided in Wisconsin, about six miles below 

Prescott.  He is a married man, having a wife and two young children mostly 

dependent upon his earnings for their support. 

After the accident, the two guns which were loaded, were fired, and the 

salute was discontinued, it being feared that another accident might occur from the 

same cause that is supposed to have caused this, the cartridges being too large for 

the guns.4  

Brigadier General Henry H. 

Sibley, commanding the District 

of Minnesota, appealed via 

telegraph to Major General Pope 

in Milwaukee begging him to 

cancel the salute.  But Sibley was 

refused and reluctantly forced to 

schedule firing for the next day.  

Again, he drew a crew from the 

mixed lot of men housed at Fort 

Snelling.  But this time he tried to 

select only artillery veterans from 

Captain John Jone’s 3rd Battery 

Minnesota Light Artillery.  

 
3 Doctor Jacob H. Stewart, as formerly surgeon of the First Minnesota Regiment, was captured at Bull Run when he 

remained with the wounded.  He later returned to Minnesota and assisted in mustering troops at Fort Snelling. 
4 The Saint Paul Pioneer, September 29, 1864. 
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Yesterday afternoon it was again attempted to fire the salute in this city 

ordered by Gen. Pope in honor of Sheridan’s victories.  For the purpose a detail of 

men was brought down from Fort Snelling, all of whom, we are informed, were 

experienced artillerists.  Two of the Sanford guns were got out, the other, at which 

the accident occurred to Miner on 

Wednesday, being left in the 

armory.  The two guns were 

planted in front of the Capitol 

Square, pointing towards the river.  

Each of the guns had been fired 

once, and was being loaded for the 

second round when a premature 

explosion of the cartridge took 

place at one of the guns, tearing 

off the thumb and most of the right 

hand of W.H. LeFlesch, a veteran 

of the Third Minnesota Battery, and inflicting a flesh wound by a splinter from the 

ramrod upon his right arm above the elbow.  The ramrod landed near the jail, 

where fragments of it were afterwards picked up.  The Surgeon, Dr. Potts5, who 

was a moment after called to see the wounded man, was of the opinion that 

amputation was necessary and directed that he be conveyed to the hospital at Fort 

Snelling. 

Almost every artillerist whom we have heard comment upon this second 

accident has a different theory to account for it.  The most probably one is that the 

cartridge being loose, (the sack of thin, poor flannel,) in forcing the cartridge 

down the gun it was crowded together and filled the bore so as to compress the air 

beyond it and force up the thumb over the vent, though only a little, and the almost 

instantaneous explosion following left the thumber unconscious that his thumb was 

lifted before the explosion.  This theory supposes, of course, that a fragment of the 

previous cartridge sack was still burning in the gun and communicated fire to the 

powder by the grains that the pressure of the rammer had forced through the loose 

flannel of the sack.  The thumbers at the guns noticed that the pressure of hot air 

or gas at the vent was very heavy when the cartridges were being forced home, 

requiring, as one of them remarked, the use of the other hand and the weight of the 

body to hold the thumb in its place.  The fire is accounted for by the supposition 

that a part of the first cartridge sack remained on fire at the bottom of the 

chamber, and was not wet through by the swab so as to extinguish it.  On the 

 
5 Doctor Thomas Reed Potts was an army contract surgeon, Medical Purveyor of the District of Minnesota, and 

Henry Sibley’s brother-in-law. 
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return of the swab this fragment would be sucked forward to the middle of the gun 

or where the second cartridge exploded. 

One of the gunners who was to have relieved LaFlesch when he had got 

tired, as No. One, objected to the use of a wet swab in rifled guns for the reason 

that the water left in the rifles would wet the outside of the cartridge and increase 

the chances of it not burning entirely up, and the consequent danger. 

Probably these guns, being rifled with conical chambers, are more liable to 

such accidents than smooth bores would be.  The rifles or the bottom of the 

chamber may hold fouled powder or a piece of the cartridge sack, even after the 

gun is supposed to have been cleanly swabbed, unless the swab is a very good one 

and has been carefully used.  In this instance a thoroughly wet swab was used, 

before introducing the second cartridge, and the guns had been carefully cleaned 

before being brought out, and the man who was injured was selected for No. One 

at the gun (to handle the swab and rammer in consequence of his experience and 

caution, as, indeed, were all the detail selected for like reason. 

While riding down to the city, LaFlesch remarked to his comrade that if an 

accident occurred, he expected it would be to him, and that it would be just his 

luck to be blown to pieces. 

After firing off the load in the other gun, the salute was discontinued.  We 

have no doubt the guns can be fired without accident, just as they have been 

heretofore, but whoever has to handle them hereafter we hope will exercise the 

utmost caution in preparation of good, stout cartridges of the right size and in 

careful swabbing and thumbing.6 

The St. Paul Daily Press carried an even more detailed account of the 

accident and of LaFlesh’s disposition after.  They concluded “without doubt that 

the cause of both these accidents was imperfect cloth used in making the 

cartridges…We examined one of the cartridges that was being used, and found that 

the powder was visible through the threads of the cloth, and by squeezing it with 

the hand grains of powder would protrude.”7  But what of the two poor soldiers 

permanently maimed by these avoidable accidents? 

 
6 The Saint Paul Pioneer, September 30, 1864. 
7 The Saint Paul Daily Press, September 30, 1864.  The article is on page 4, here:  

https://newspapers.mnhs.org/jsp/PsImageViewer.jsp?doc_id=dd7a89df-77d2-48b3-bec0-

eea9d975c66c%2Fmnhi0007%2F1DFIPY56%2F64093001 

 

. 

https://newspapers.mnhs.org/jsp/PsImageViewer.jsp?doc_id=dd7a89df-77d2-48b3-bec0-eea9d975c66c%2Fmnhi0007%2F1DFIPY56%2F64093001
https://newspapers.mnhs.org/jsp/PsImageViewer.jsp?doc_id=dd7a89df-77d2-48b3-bec0-eea9d975c66c%2Fmnhi0007%2F1DFIPY56%2F64093001
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Private Ephraim Minor, age 42, had enlisted in Company F of Hatch’s 

Battalion of Minnesota Cavalry at Hastings on August 13, 1864.  A farmer, he was 

relatively tall at 6’1” with black hair and hazel eyes.  He and the other Company F 

recruits received a $200 bounty, one third paid upon 

enlistment. The unit that he joined was not under 

command of General Sibley and was raised to prevent 

Dakota warriors who had fled Minnesota in 1862 from 

returning from Canada.  Minor spent most of his 

military career at the Fort Snelling Draft Rendezvous, 

then in the Fort Snelling hospital until discharged for 

disability in May 1865.  He returned to his wife and two 

young daughters at Oak Grove in Pierce County, 

Wisconsin and somehow managed life as a double 

amputee.  Minor received an invalid pension shortly after discharge, and by 1870 

had a reported $2000 value in real estate as a farmer in Oak Grove, likely from the 

40 acres he had purchased from the government in 1855.  He died in Missouri in 

1887 where his widow Leah continued to receive a pension. 

William Henry LaFlesh, injured in the second accident, had enlisted in the 

3rd Battery Minnesota Light Artillery as a 21-year-old in May 1863.  He 

accompanied Jones’ Battery on the arduous 1864 Northwestern Indian Expedition 

which returned on September 13.  After two weeks resting and helping refit the 

Battery at Fort Snelling, LaFlesh’s life took a dramatic turn when he was detailed 

or volunteered to fire the salute in St. Paul.  But his military career had begun in 

Omaha back in June 1861 when he enlisted in Company E of the 1st Nebraska 

Infantry.  Much of that enlistment was spent recovering from smallpox in the army 

hospital at Keokuk, Iowa.  In October 1862 he was discharged for disability 

(varicose veins) and moved back to Olmstead County where he had farmed as a 

teenager.  Discharged for disability for the second time (amputated arm) in April 

1865, he eventually moved to Blair, Nebraska where at age 35 he died on July 4, 

1876, and is buried in a now unmarked grave in the city cemetery. 

 

 

BRUCE COOPER’S CIVIL WAR TRIVIA QUESTION ANSWER: 

 

Maria Isabella “Belle” Boyd 
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Civil War Resources Links 

American Battlefield 

Trust 

Civil War Book Review Library of Congress 

   

National Archives MN Historical Society National Park Service 

   

Sons of Union Veterans 

Civil War Database 

West Point Online 

Atlases 

Civil War Round Table 

Congress 

   

 Wikipedia Maps by Hal 

Jesperson 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.battlefields.org/
https://www.battlefields.org/
https://repository.lsu.edu/cwbr/
https://www.loc.gov/
https://www.archives.gov/
https://www.mnhs.org/
https://www.nps.gov/index.htm
https://www.suvcwdb.org/
https://www.suvcwdb.org/
https://dhc.westpoint.edu/atlases/
https://dhc.westpoint.edu/atlases/
https://www.cwrtcongress.org/
https://www.cwrtcongress.org/
https://www.cwmaps.com/freemaps.html
https://www.cwmaps.com/freemaps.html
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DON’T WAIT – SIGN UP NOW! 

 

Twin Cities Civil War Round Table 

Bus Excursion to Civil War Day – Saturday, September 26, 2026 

Minnesota Military and Veterans Museum 

 

Join your fellow Round Table members in an eventful day of living history 

demonstrations, museum presentations, and a rare visit to the site of Old Fort 

Ripley (1849-1877).  We’ll depart the Maple Grove Transit Hub at 8 AM sharp, 

arriving at the museum just as programs begin.  Tours are ongoing, demonstrations 

are scheduled every half hour, and bus expeditions onto post to see the fort site will 

be available by registration that day.  Several food trucks will be available at the 

museum. 

 

We’ll return late afternoon to Maple Grove.  Travel will be by luxury motor coach. 

The Maple Grove Transit Hub is just NE of the junction of Interstates 94 and 494, 

easy access from the Hemlock Exit off 94.  Cost per person is only $20 thanks to a 

partial subsidy by the TCCWRT.  Seating is limited to 50, so do not delay making 

your reservation. 

 

Payment may be made by check or via Zelle, noting “bus trip” and adding names 

in the memo.  First come, first served!   
 

Name: ______________________________________   $20.00 per person 
 

Name: ______________________________________  ______ 
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TOTAL:           $_______ 
 

Mail checks payable to TCCWRT to: Carol VanOrnum 

5540 Sanibel Drive 

Minnetonka, MN  55343 

 

 

 

 

OUR 2026-2027 BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

President: John-Erich Mantius 

Vice President: Kayla Williams 

Secretary: Erin Whitehead 

Treasurer: Jerry Ogdahl 

Past President: Mark Pridgeon 

At Large Members: 

Carol VanOrnum, Brett Johnson, James Mewborn, Aiden Ruch, Gary 

Wittnebel, Rod Myers, Lana Blumhoefer, Bruce Cooper and Bob Svacina 

Webmaster: Ron Whitehead 

NEWS Editor: Bruce Cooper 

CONTACT US:  
Twin Cities Civil War Roundtable 

info@tccwrt.com 

https://tccwrt.com/ 

 

Can you contribute to a future newsletter?  Writers are wanted to submit 

Civil War related articles to this newsletter.   

Please submit your drafts to Bruce Cooper:  earlofbruce@hotmail.com  

mailto:info@tccwrt.com
https://tccwrt.com/
mailto:earlofbruce@hotmail.com

