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REGISTER FOR THE 6TH ANNUAL TCCWRT PICNIC - JULY 21, 2026

| T
Tuesday, July 21, 2026, from 4:00 to 7:00

Wabun B picnic area, Minnehaha Park
Food! Fun! A Trivia Contest!

To sign up for a food item, or a $5.00 contribution, call or email Lana
Blumhoefer at lanarae27@yahoo.com or (952) 228-3929.

DEADLINE IS July 11",


mailto:lanarae27@yahoo.com

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT: JOHN-ERICH MANTIUS

Building Relationships

Two years ago, the idea of establishing a sister Round Table relationship with the
Civil War Round Table of Fredericksburg first took shape. From the outset, it
raised important questions: where do we begin, how should such a partnership be
structured, what mutual needs and expectations should be defined, and what goals
should guide the effort?

‘!\ The initiative emerged through a collaborative exchange
~ between Carol VanOrnum and David Hamon of

- Fredericksburg. This past winter, David proposed an
important first step—bringing members of the Twin
Cities Civil War Round Table (TCCWRT) to
Fredericksburg to help launch the relationship in person.

David Hamon and Carol VanOrnum

The purpose of the visit was twofold: first, to bring the leadership teams together to
get acquainted, share challenges and successes, and build trust; and second, to
begin discussing concrete next steps for developing the sister Round Table
relationship. The Civil War Round Table of Fredericksburg (CWRTF) also
generously invited our group to attend their final meeting of the season and
assisted in arranging battlefield tours during our stay.

All TCCWRT members were invited, and
seven participants stepped forward: newly
elected President John-Erich Mantius, Sandra
Mantius, Director James Mewborn, Director
Carol VanOrnum, Dennis Garoutte, Mike

Eckman, and Curtis Ness, who also serves as
President of the Cannon Falls CWRT.

s

Left to right: John-Erich Mantius, Sandra Mantius,
Michael Eckman, James Mewborn, Dennis
Garoutte, Carol VanOrnum, and Curtis Ness.



1 This delegation traveled to Fredericksburg from
3 June 16-19, where we met the CWRTF

8 lcadership team at The Alpine Chef in a private
meeting room. In attendance for CWRTF were

= Director of Membership David Hamon, Director
] Steve Fox, incoming President Jerre Wilson,

_ outgoing President Bruce “Doc” Norton, and
Treasurer George Fenton.

~~~~~~

Our discussion covered a wide range of shared priorities and challenges. Chief
among them was the question of membership: how do we attract new and younger
participants? Where might we find aligned historical or educational groups to
engage? How do we better answer the recurring question from younger
audiences—‘‘what’s in it for me?” We also explored how to deepen engagement in
both programming and governance, with Fredericksburg noting the familiar
challenge of “STP”—the Same Ten People. Additional topics included how to
broaden participation and ownership, what tools might improve outreach, how to
sharpen our “elevator pitch,” and whether more direct, face-to-face communication
could strengthen involvement. These and other issues were identified as shared
priorities for continued collaboration between the two Round Tables.

The TCCWRT delegation left the meeting encouraged by the genuine spirit of
camaraderie and the shared commitment to addressing these challenges together.
We are now committed to developing a structured plan in partnership with CWRTF
to advance this relationship.

The following two days were devoted to in-depth battlefield study under the
guidance of Greg Mertz, focusing on the strategy and tactics of the Battles of
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania. At one point, we even tested theories regarding



Federal troop movements through the woods
toward the famed “Mule Shoe.” In a memorable

moment, our own “Private” Curtis Ness

volunteered to run the estimated 90-second
advance across open terrain under simulated
fire. Remarkably, he completed the run in 25
seconds—successfully “surviving” the exercise,
albeit without a 40-pound pack and rifle. His
fellow TCCWRT members enthusiastically

cheered the effort.

Jepson Alumni Executive Center UMW

Our tour group in front of the Kirkland
Monument, aka “Angel of Marye’s Heights.”

On Wednesday evening, we attended the
CWRTF dinner meeting, which provided
valuable insight into how another Round
Table operates. As a gesture of
appreciation, we presented small gifts of
Minnesota-grown wild rice as table
favors—at our own expense—which
were warmly received by our
Fredericksburg hosts.

Authentic Minnesota Wild Rice in muslin cotton



Before departing, we spent our final hour together at Chatham House overlooking
the Rappahannock River and the historic city of Fredericksburg.

‘ v

Front of Chatham House wit View from Chatham House rear overlooking the Rappahannock
Witness Tree River into the City of Fredericksburg

In summary, we left having formed meaningful friendships and a deep appreciation
for Fredericksburg’s extraordinary Civil War and Revolutionary War history. Most
importantly, we returned united in enthusiasm and commitment to building a
strong sister Round Table partnership that will strengthen both organizations. This
relationship 1s off to a strong and promising start, and we invite all members who
are interested to join us in this ongoing effort. For those wishing to participate or
learn more, please contact me at jmantius(@comecast.net.
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DON’T WAIT - SIGN UP NOW!

Twin Cities Civil War Round Table
Bus Excursion to Civil War Day — Saturday, September 26, 2026
Minnesota Military and Veterans Museum

Join your fellow Round Table members in an eventful day of living history
demonstrations, museum presentations, and a rare visit to the site of Old Fort
Ripley (1849-1877). We’ll depart the Maple Grove Transit Hub at 8 AM sharp,
arriving at the museum just as programs begin. Tours are ongoing, demonstrations
are scheduled every half hour, and bus expeditions onto post to see the fort site will
be available by registration that day. Several food trucks will be available at the
museum.

We’ll return late afternoon to Maple Grove. Travel will be by luxury motor coach.
The Maple Grove Transit Hub is just NE of the junction of Interstates 94 and 494,
easy access from the Hemlock Exit off 94. Cost per person is only $20 thanks to a
partial subsidy by the TCCWRT. Seating is limited to 50, so do not delay making
your reservation.

Payment may be made by check or via Zelle, noting “bus trip” and adding names
in the memo. First come, first served!

Name: $20.00
Name:
TOTAL: $

Mail checks payable to TCCWRT to: Carol VanOrnum
5540 Sanibel Drive
Minnetonka, MN 55343



From the Dusty Collection #66
The Daguerreotype: Recording Pre-Civil War America

Few forms of photography exceed the beauty and quality of the
daguerreotype, popular from 1840 to 1855 when replaced by cheaper alternatives
for the masses. The term has been long confused to represent any metal or glass
photograph in a case, but in fact only refers to the earliest type of permanent
image. Those unique photographs were painstakingly made using a rectangular
silvered copper plate polished with rouge and chamois buffers to a gleaming finish.
Exposed to toxic fumes of iodine and bromine the now light sensitive plates were
mounted in a slide case placed in a simple wooden camera with sliding double box
to focus the simple lens. Exposures took several seconds or longer and so required
absolute stillness. The plates were developed in mercury fumes and finally treated
with gold chloride before being sealed behind glass to prevent corrosion.
Daguerreotypes are easily recognizable because they look like a mirror when tilted.

Early daguerreotypists often came from an artistic background. Photographs
quickly replaced more expensive painted portraits. Poses were carefully made, and
few sitters smiled because a neutral expression was easier to hold for the required
long exposure. Daguerreotypes could be relatively expensive, depending on plate
size. A full plate measured 6.5 by 8.5 inches but most common were cheaper sixth
plates. Most were taken inside to better control lighting; outdoor images are quite
rare and there are few examples that could be characterized as snapshots.

By the mid-1850s new forms of
photography replaced the daguerreotype.
Glass plates were covered with liquid
collodion and light sensitive chemicals to
create ambrotypes. Tintypes used a
~ chemical covering on a sheet iron plate.
A And glass plate negatives could be used to
\ print multiple images on photographic

| paper to make small cartes de visite. All
- required so-called wet plates prepared just
. before exposure. In the 1850s, thousands
of new photographers entered the trade.
Millions of images would soon record the
Civil War. A look at a few daguerreotypes
gives a rare glimpse of life before the war.

Harley Hopkins (left) was first

- postmaster of the town he helped found.
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In the 1850s he joined the California Gold Rush and must have had some
luck there to commission a half plate daguerreotype as a memento. He wears an
embroidery decorated woolen overshirt with red sash that holds his Colt revolver.
This image, taken in California and found in St. Paul, remained unidentified until a
friend in Indiana sent the writer a small packet of 1860s paper photographs,
including two of this same man, identified as Harley Hopkins. The paper images
were unsolicited —an example of the serendipity many collectors experience.

Daguerreotypes recorded the tragedy and joy of daily life. Here a young
- widow sadly
- displays an
- image of her
- late husband,
while a father is
photographed
B with his two
| daughters.

. Period custom
discouraged
images of only a
- father and

- children; the

- mother had to
be present. This man is certalnly a widower. Shortly after finding this image, I
attended a Memorial Day commemoration in St. James with the First Minnesota
and watched a young father tearfully visit a new grave site with his two young
daughters — two poignant tragedies separated by more than a centu

Another Daguerreotype,
taken outdoors, records a
gentleman farmer proudly
posing with his prize mare and
its newborn colt.

Other sitters were
equally proud of their
occupations and willing to pay
the price needed for a unique
image. A young 1840s
cabinetmaker, shown below,
displays his expensive English
combination brace with bit.
This image came from a cigar




box of photographs in a Davenport, [owa
junk shop as I tried to keep it arm’s length
from my year-old son in the other arm who

was trylng to grab it, all the whlle trymg
to get out $2 to pay.

And here a handsome, self-assured |
fireman is photographed holding a '
speaking trumpet, his pressed leather
helmet at his side. He wears a likely red overshirt with huge silk tie.

Another unusual photograph records a well-dressed teenaged hunter with his

» = shotgun and powder flask, ready for a
day in the field. It appeals to country
boy memories among many of us.

Military daguerreotypes are rare
and eagerly sought by collectors. The
image below was found in Hastings
during a quick five-minute run into a
tiny new shop while my uninterested
driver waited in the car (more
serendipity.) It depicts Lieutenant
William C. Spencer of the Second US
Infantry on duty as officer of the day
commanding the garrison guard detail
at Fort Ridgely circa 1857. Spencer
shows his duty status by wearing his
sash diagonally across his chest.




Maryland native Spencer was an 1855
appointee from civilian life and served
as a captain in the 17" US Infantry until
his December 1862 resignation. The
photo may have been taken in St. Paul,
although the simple canvas backdrop
could indicate an itinerant
daguerreotypist had once hauled his
gear out to Fort Ridgely.

Two spectacular half plate
daguerreotypes below depict a well-
armed western militiaman around the
time of the 1846-47 Mexican American
War and two Regular Army officers in
full dress. The militiaman carries a
double rifle, a pair of Allen single shot
percussion pistols, and a large bowie
knife. Wide rough boards under his
feet indicate the studio was likely a
barn. Did he wear this same outfit to Mex1co‘7
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The young Regular Army junior officers were photographed near the end of
the daguerreotype era and wear the shako and frock coat as authorized in 1851.
The cut of their frock coats also dates the image to the early 1850s. Both men
probably served during the Civil War, perhaps in high rank, and perhaps as

Confederates. But they remain unidentified.

And finally, this brief
photographic survey of pre-
Civil War images finishes
with a delightful and nicely
tinted view of an innocent
young lady with her woven
basket. As a young woman
just a few years later she
would have witnessed the
terrible four years of Civil
War.

Daguerreotypes are
notoriously difficult to
photograph, and when
scanned they do not focus
clearly due to the brass matts.
The originals are far more
crisp in detail than what you
see in this article.

Civil War Resources Links

American Battlefield Civil War Book Review Library of Congress

Trust
National Archives MN Historical Society National Park Service
Sons of Union Veterans West Point Online Civil War Round Table

Civil War Database Atlases Congress
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https://repository.lsu.edu/cwbr/
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https://www.nps.gov/index.htm
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https://www.cwrtcongress.org/

Wikipedia Maps by Hal
Jesperson

TCCWRT Expedition to Tracy Mini CW Symposium

On Saturday June 20 a group of our members made the trek out to Tracy in
Lyon County, named for General Nathaniel Lyon who was killed at Wilson’s
Creek. While
southwestern Minnesota
was only sparsely settled
in 1862, it figured
| prominently in the
Dakota Conflict as site of
the infamous massacres
and abductions at Lake
Shatek and nearby
Slaughter Slough. The
~ . weather was absolutely
= perfect for the drive and
: site tours. Our host and
TCCWRT member Ron McDaniel worked tirelessly in creating a most welcoming
and exciting day.

In the morning we attended a pair of lectures centering on the Third
Minnesota Infantry’s actions in the Fall of 1862. Stephen Osman presented on
how the Third’s training -
and aggressiveness stole
victory from Chief Little
Crow’s forces at the Battle |
of Wood Lake. Joe
Fitzharris followed,
recounting the Third’s
later actions mounted on
horseback scouring
western Minnesota for
remaining hostile Dakota.
With the assistance of the
25" Wisconsin and 27"
Iowa Infantry Regiments they also buried civilian victims at scattered farmsteads
and along rural trails.
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We had ample opportunity to visit the many furnished historic buildings and
themed displays at the impressive Wheels Across the Prairie museum campus just
west of Tracy. The museum hosted a very filling lunch before we boarded a bus
for the run to nearby Lake Shatek.

On the east side of the lake are the sites of several homesteader cabins that

' 2 = were attacked by the Dakota
§ in September 1862. Local
guide and retired teacher Jesse
James was assisted by a Lake
Shatek park ranger in bringing
that day to life at each of the
sites. The Slaughter Slough
site a few miles away is where
¢ fleeing settlers were cornered,
y 14 killed, and a number taken
i ; o S prisoner only to be ransomed

R 2% in Dakota Territory some
months later by a heroic group of young Dakota known as the Fool Soldiers.

Thanks again to Ron and to the staff and volunteers at Wheels Across the
Prairie for making this great event possible for our group!

For further information on the museum: https://www.wheelsacrosstheprairie.org/

BRUCE COOPER’S CIVIL WAR TRIVIA QUESTION OF THE MONTH

Who served as the Lieutenant Colonel of the First Minnesota at the Battle of
Gettysburg?

Once again, special thanks to Steve Schier for all the questions he provided over
the years.

(See page 14 for the answer)

TCCWRT MEMBERS WITH JULY BIRTHDAYS

7/8  David Greener 7/13 Steven Coz
7/10 Mike Cronin 7/16 Rod Myers
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7/19 Darryl Sannes 7/27 Lana Blumhoefer
7/22  Craig McCoy 7/30 Wendy Osman
7/26 Frank Sachs

Happy Birthday, Members!

BRUCE COOPER’S CIVIL WAR TRIVIA QUESTION ANSWER:

Charles Powell Adams was the second in command (Lt. Colonel) of the First
Minnesota at the Battle of Gettysburg. He was wounded on July 2nd during the
charge of the regiment against Wilcox’s Alabama Brigade.

OUR 2026-2027 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
President: John-Erich Mantius

Vice President: Kayla Williams

Secretary: Erin Whitehead

Treasurer: Jerry Ogdahl

Past President: Mark Pridgeon

At Large Members:

Carol VanOrnum, Brett Johnson, James Mewborn, Aiden Ruch, Gary
Wittnebel, Rod Myers, Lana Blumhoefer, Bruce Cooper and Bob Svacina

Webmaster: Ron Whitehead

NEWS Editor: Bruce Cooper
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CONTACT US:
Twin Cities Civil War Roundtable

info@tccwrt.com

https://tccwrt.com/

Can you contribute to a future newsletter? Writers are wanted to submit
Civil War related articles to this newsletter.
Please submit your drafts to Bruce Cooper: earlofbruce@hotmail.com
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