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MEMBER PROFILE: ERIN WHITEHEAD
BY LANA BLUMHOEFER

Erin Whitehead recently stepped into the role of secretary
for the TCCWRT. She joined the organization in 2023, a
« year after her father and TCCWRT Webmaster, Ron
. Whitehead, joined. Her interest in the Civil War began in
= middle school. “I had a very passionate, quirky,

- interesting, and funny Social Studies teacher who shared a
" lotof stories, neat antiques and knowledge. He organized a
weeklong multidisciplinary unit on Gettysburg (naturally
* we watched the movie) with the other teachers and I had a
* blast!”

“Those days were so much different than the world of today. I enjoy how bold,
unconventional, and sometimes downright unbelievable many of the strategies and
decisions were. When you study the era, you realize how often plans were
improvised, risky, or wildly ambitious in ways that could never be possible today.
There's something fascinating and occasionally darkly humorous about seeing how
these unexpected choices shaped major turning points of the war. It makes history
feel vivid, human, and surprisingly relatable.”

“Gettysburg holds a place in my heart after my experience in Middle School, but I
find each site and battlefield hold stories and characters each as interesting as the
last.”

Erin and her fiancée recently bought a house in Ham Lake and moved there in
June.



Civil War Bands in Northfield: July 30-August 2, 2026

Recreated Civil War and historic
4 brass bands are performing in

and around Northfield in a huge
FREE festival at the end of July.

This event happens only once
<% cvery few years and it is not to
be missed.

This is a great family outing and
many of the concerts are outside
along the river and in

Northfield’s parks. And it’s only

a half hour drive south of the Cities!

The web site has links to complete schedules of performance and descriptions of each band.
Most of the programs are Friday and Saturday, with more on Sunday. The First Brigade Band
from Milwaukee, playing Civil War music on original instruments, is scheduled for Saturday
afternoon. https://vintagebandfestival.org/vbf-2026/
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DON’T WAIT - SIGN UP NOW!

Twin Cities Civil War Round Table
Bus Excursion to Civil War Day — Saturday, September 26, 2026
Minnesota Military and Veterans Museum


https://vintagebandfestival.org/vbf-2026/

Join your fellow Round Table members in an eventful day of living history
demonstrations, museum presentations, and a rare visit to the site of Old Fort
Ripley (1849-1877). We’ll depart the Maple Grove Transit Hub at 8 AM sharp,
arriving at the museum just as programs begin. Tours are ongoing, demonstrations
are scheduled every half hour, and bus expeditions onto post to see the fort site will
be available by registration that day. Several food trucks will be available at the
museum.

We’ll return late afternoon to Maple Grove. Travel will be by luxury motor coach.
The Maple Grove Transit Hub is just NE of the junction of Interstates 94 and 494,
easy access from the Hemlock Exit off 94. Cost per person is only $20 thanks to a
partial subsidy by the TCCWRT. Seating is limited to 50, so do not delay making
your reservation.

Payment may be made by check or via Zelle, noting “bus trip” and adding names
in the memo. First come, first served!

Name: $20.00
Name:
TOTAL: $

Mail checks payable to TCCWRT to: Carol VanOrnum
5540 Sanibel Drive
Minnetonka, MN 55343

BRUCE COOPER’S CIVIL WAR TRIVIA QUESTION OF THE MONTH

The famed “Iron Brigade” of the Army of the Potomac was composed of three
Wisconsin regiments (2™, 6 and 7™) and two regiments from two other states.
What were the other state?

(See page 10 for the answer)



From the Dusty Collection #67
The Grand Review of the Army of the Potomac, April 9, 1863
Stephen E. Osman

This summer’s reading challenge is to finally finish the four volumes of Carl
Sandburg’s masterful Abraham Lincoln: The War Years. Published in 1936, the
nearly 3,000 text pages are loaded with anecdotes painstakingly collected by
Sandburg. At times the novelist launches into pure poetry including his account of
the April 9, 1863, Grand Review SRR T I e SO PR e

of the Army of the Potomac.
Among the 11" Corps
participants, described by Ny ATy

THes

Sandburg, were my great-great
grandfather and his brother. The
site of their Corps’ winter camp
is now the Stafford County Civil
War Park, with trails and well-
written interpretive signs.

In April 1863 President
Lincoln, his wife Mary and their
son Tad journeyed down to
Falmouth Virginia. Major
General Joseph Hooker had reorganized the ill-fated Army of the Potomac since its

disaster at
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Sandburg picks up the story here, first quoting from a New York Herald account:

“Out upon a little swell of upland were crowded the President and his staff
of generals, and over
all the plain stretched
the columns of the
army. In the distance
were the camps, the
river, the spires of
Fredericksburg and
the frowning batteries
beyond; behind, miles
of mud-walled
villages, long white-
topped baggage
wagons, and cannon
on the hills. Now and then the sun came out and lighted up the field with flashes
that seemed almost supernal, bringing glimpses of visions and splendor that
vanished and seemed as a mirage. The sun danced on the bayonets and rifles and
lingered in the folds of the flags, then the shadows drifted over the plains and
melted away with the music.

“Steadily the tide of veterans surged onward. The front was lost in the
winding valleys leading to the quiet camps and the rear still waited on the knoll,
while the columns, one by one, continued to swing off and around before the
President and lost themselves in the distance. The afternoon wore on and the
regiments, like sea waves, swept after each other regularly as before; the wind
grew restless, the sunbeams lost themselves among the soldiery and Mr. Lincoln
sat wearily upon his horse, tired of the ceaseless tramp. The last regiment came,
dipped its colors. A number of ladies remained and came upon the field in fanciful
costumes. Now and then were glimpses of crinoline and curls in the ambulances
and once in a while a fair equestrienne dashed along the plain to the admiration of
young officers and to the envy of their less fortunate sisters. Artists were scattered
about, pencil and portfolio in hand; newly fledged poets sought inspiration from
the classic canteen and the knights of the quill played around the edges of the day.
The appearance of the troops was remarkable.

“The Chief Magistrate must have felt a thrill of pride as he looked over the
sea of bayonets, the blue coats and the determined faces. Now the regiments are
filing into their distant camps, the sound of drums is feeble, the bands have lost
their fullness of melody, the bugles peal out alone and stop suddenly as if startled
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at their insignificance. Out on the field, trampled smooth and hard, where the
cannon stood and thundered their welcome to the President, a handful of boys play

handball.”

Sandburg continues:

In the moving platoons that day were regulars, volunteers, conscripts,
bounty men. From Boston, New York, Philadelphia, were sons of Daughters of the
Revolution whose ancestors had fought ragged and shivering under George
Washington from Valley Forge to Yorktown, and they were mingled in divisions
with German, English, Scotch, Irish, Scandinavian, Jewish, Polish immigrants or
children of immigrants, whose forefathers had fought with or against Bonaparte,
Frederick the Great, Marlborough, Gustavus Adolphus, in decisive battles that had
hammered out historic texts of the destiny of man.

In the 2d Division of the Ninth Corps [sic., Eleventh Corps] Brigadier
General Adolph von Steinwehr had in his command Colonel Adolphus Buschbeck,
Major Alex von Schluembach, Colonel Patrick H. Jones, and Lieutenant Colonel
Lorenz Cantador. At the head of the 3d Division rode Major General Carl Schurz
with Brigadier General Alexander Schimmelfennig, leading Illinois, Ohio, New
York, and Pennsylvania regiments. Colonel W. Krzyzanowski, whose nomination
by Lincoln to be a brigadier had failed of approval in the Senate, headed a New
York regiment. Youths who had left their classes at Harvard, Kenyon, Oberlin,
Knox, and many other colleges were in the ranks; wild Irish from the sidewalks of
New York, Bavarians and Prussians from St. Louis and Milwaukee. Green
Mountain plowboys were there; farm hands from the cornfields and orchards of
Michigan.

These platoons of regulars, volunteers, conscripts, bounty men, were
marching for adventure and glory for the country and the flag; for a united nation



from coast to coast; for the abolition of chattel slavery, for the reason that they
were drafted and there was no escape; or because they were paid a bounty of cash
money. In a hundred soldiers picked at random might be a hundred different
explanations of why they had gone to war and become individual, mobile units of
the Army of the Potomac. They were young, so young, most of them in their early
twenties, some in their teens - soft-haired darlings, yet many of them fierce cubs of
war ready to earn with pride and contempt the crimson ooze known as the red
badge of courage.

For many of the boys Sandburg described, the red badge of courage or an
unknown grave was barely a month away. Hooker crossed the Rappahannock on
April 27 hoping to attack Lee from both front and rear. He advanced from
Chancellorsville on May 1 but the audacious Lee split his force to concentrate 80%
of his men and push Hooker back. The next day General Stonewall Jackson
executed a brilliant flank march to strike the Union right and collapse the Eleventh
Corps. The painting below from the January 20, 1961 Life Magazine depicts that
moment of surprise. Little did I realize when I saved that magazine so many years
ago that ancestors were among the surprised Union soldiers here depicted.
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May 3 was the second bloodiest day of the war as repeated attacks
eventually led to Confederate victory. Hooker withdrew back across the
Rappahannock as Lee was emboldened to invade Maryland and Pennsylvania.
And there the Minnesotans who had also marched in that April 9 review earned
their place in history.



First Mannequins in New MN Military and Veterans Museum

The exhibits are under way with cases just delivered, tableaux being
constructed and mannequins being customized and dressed. One special gallery
will tell the story of Fort Ripley (1848-1877), and Minnesota’s own Camp Ripley
(1930-present.) Gallery exhibits are being funded and produced independently.
However, Museum Board Member Stephen Osman volunteered to help create and
to costume two mannequins that will greet visitors entering that gallery.

The Ojibwe hunter figure represents the
original residents of the area when Fort Ripley was
built at the edge of the immense Ojibwe reserves.
¢ The head of this figure had a long life: from a 1960s
Michigan museum, to Fort Snelling’s Long Barracks
for over 30 years, to the Civil War sesquicentennial
exhibit at the Military Museum and finally to this
gallery after a skilled makeover by Artist David
Geister. Based on original photographs, the figure
represents a deer hunter during the winter of 1850.
Costuming came from a variety of sources: real
human hair wig from China, original Ojibwe
snowshoes from a St. Paul estate sale, sash, leggings
and moccasins
from an
authentic
reenactor,
capote from
Ebay and percussion shotgun bought back
from a collector friend.

The soldier figure also represents 1850
when Company A of the Sixth US Infantry
garrisoned the new post at Fort Ripley. His
sky-blue winter service uniform is the same as
worn during the recent Mexican American War
(1846-47). That uniform was painstakingly
created nearly 40 years ago for a close friend
and fellow researcher who had long rebufted
offers from others. He was pleased to see it go
where it would be appreciated by thousands of
museum visitors. Framing the display case
will be the only surviving wooden door frame from the original Fort, and nearby
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will be a detailed scale model of the post and original artifacts found on the
grounds.

TCCWRT MEMBERS WITH AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

8/2 Tom Hutchinson 8/23 Steven Olson
8/4 James Mewborn 8/24 Leslie Sharpe
8/8 Michael Eckman 8/27 Melodie Cooper
8/8 Stephen Osman 8/30 Teri Joyce

8/17 Leroy Owens 8/31 William Smith

8/18 Bill Huntzicker

Happy Birthday, Members!

Civil War Resources Links

American Battlefield Civil War Book Review Library of Congress

Trust
National Archives MN Historical Society National Park Service
Sons of Union Veterans West Point Online Civil War Round Table
Civil War Database Atlases Congress
Wikipedia Maps by Hal
Jesperson


https://www.battlefields.org/
https://www.battlefields.org/
https://repository.lsu.edu/cwbr/
https://www.loc.gov/
https://www.archives.gov/
https://www.mnhs.org/
https://www.nps.gov/index.htm
https://www.suvcwdb.org/
https://www.suvcwdb.org/
https://dhc.westpoint.edu/atlases/
https://dhc.westpoint.edu/atlases/
https://www.cwrtcongress.org/
https://www.cwrtcongress.org/
https://www.cwmaps.com/freemaps.html
https://www.cwmaps.com/freemaps.html

BRUCE COOPER’S CIVIL WAR TRIVIA QUESTION ANSWER:

Michigan (24™) and Indiana (19')

OUR 2026-2027 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
President: John-Erich Mantius

Vice President: Kayla Williams

Secretary: Erin Whitehead

Treasurer: Jerry Ogdahl

Past President: Mark Pridgeon

At Large Members:

Carol VanOrnum, Brett Johnson, James Mewborn, Aiden Ruch, Gary
Wittnebel, Rod Myers, Lana Blumhoefer, Bruce Cooper

Webmaster: Ron Whitehead

NEWS Editor: Bruce Cooper

CONTACT US:
Twin Cities Civil War Roundtable

info@tccwrt.com

https://tccwrt.com/

Can you contribute to a future newsletter? Writers are wanted to submit
Civil War related articles to this newsletter.
Please submit your drafts to Bruce Cooper: earlofbruce@hotmail.com
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