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“Waking the “Bedlam Boys” – New 

Discoveries of the Plains Indian Wars  

 

During the Summer of 1864, three 

previously unacknowledged Civil War 

Era events occurred in Idaho Territory 

(WY) involving the Union Army, 

Northern Plains Indians and a suspicious 

crime ring. The series of events were so 

sudden and widely impactful that they 

initiated the largest marshaling of forces 

in the history of the Nebraska District. 

The 11th Ohio Volunteer Company under 

command of Lt. Col. William O. Collins 

had to rely on drafting men from emigrant 

wagons trains and acquiring their guns 

and ammo for the response. Events 

discussed will include: July 12-14 Platte 

River Raids (Fort Laramie to Deer Creek 

Garrison in Glenrock, WY); July 20-24 

Wind River Expedition (includes the first 

soldier death related to the Raids); July 

25 Battle at Red Buttes (outside Casper, 

WY); July 26 Incident at Platte Bridge 

Station (Casper, WY). Presented by author 

and historian Janelle Molony. 

 

Molony holds a Masters in Organizational 

Leadership from Grand Canyon University 

TCCWRT MEETING 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2026 

**Buffet at 6:00 PM** 

**Speaker at 7:00 PM** 

Dinner & Presentation $30.00 

Presentation Only $10.00 

 

DINNER RESERVATIONS MUST 

BE  

MADE BY SEPTEMBER 1, 2026 

(952) 380-6066 or EMAIL 

info@tccwrt.com 

 

BUFFET MENU 

Thin Sliced Roast Beef with Gravy 

Crispy Fried Chicken with Gravy 

Mashed Potatoes 

Buttered Corn 

Garden Salad 

Dinner Rolls 

Water and Coffee 

 

LOCATION 

Fort Snelling Plank Museum & 

Visitor Center 

200 Tower Avenue, St. Paul, MN 
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in Arizona. She has published numerous academic articles and six critically acclaimed 

nonfiction books on Women, Wars and the West. Molony is also popularly known on 

YouTube as the “Hottie Historian.” In her 2023 groundbreaking nonfiction, Emigrant 

Tales of the Platte River Raids, she lays out the day-by-day events of several previously 

overlooked events that shook the slumbering Union Army to their max. The nonfiction 

was recognized with eleven national awards as a major contribution to U.S. history, 

military history and our overall understanding of the Plains Indian Wars. Several of her 

relatives were direct witnesses to the 1864 events. 

 

 

 

New Policy for Non-Diners 

The Board of Directors has instituted a new policy allowing members to attend a 

meeting without dining. This policy is a result of some members expressing that 

sometimes they don’t know until the last minute if they can attend or other special 

circumstances. We want to accommodate those requests.  

The cost is $10 at the door, and a separate table (Table No. 25) will be designated 

for those non-diners to watch the program. This revenue will help to defray the 

cost of the rental facility. Bringing in your own food is prohibited. 

The Board hopes that members will continue the tradition of the TCCWRT’s 

“dinner/presentation” format and participate in the buffet meals, but they 

understand that an occasional special circumstance occurs.  

 

 

BRUCE COOPER’S CIVIL WAR TRIVIA QUESTION OF THE MONTH 

 

Before he was President of the Confederate States of America, Jefferson Davis 

served as U.S. Secretary of War. In what Presidential administration did he serve? 

(See page 12 for the answer) 
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From the Dusty Collection #68 

The Long History of Fort Snelling’s Building 18 

Stephen E. Osman 

 

As the Twin Cities Civil War Roundtable prepares for its first meeting at 

Historic Fort Snelling, we should reflect on the long and interesting history of 

those exact grounds. Fort visitors long gave little thought to the empty and 

deteriorating old brick barracks they passed on their walk from the earth-sheltered 

visitor center (built 1983) to the walled fortress. That changed in recent years with 

the demolition of the still young underground building and its useful auditorium 

and the restoration of historic Building 18. The old barrack’s conversion into a 

museum, visitor center and rental space has made possible our use for monthly 

meetings. Here are a few facts about that historic place. 

When construction of the frontier fortress was completed in 1824, the rolling 

prairie outside was used for grazing animals and growing small crops. This 

photograph taken in September 1862 shows the fort and prairie much as it had 

looked for several decades and before its massive expansion. The cameraman for 

the Nicolay Expedition set up his instrument in front of where Building 18 would 

be built. On the left is an 1850s artillery stable that sat about where the Highway 5 

bridge now enters its tunnel under the fort area. In center is the Round Tower. 

Back in 1827, a group of Sandy Lake Ojibwe leaders gathered below the 

Fort and nearby Indian Agency to visit their former Agent Laurence Taliaferro and 

trade maple sugar to the garrison. A group of local Dakota feasted them, but in 

leaving the Ojibwe lodge several fired muskets back inside killing and wounding 

six of the visitors. Colonel Snelling, offended at this affront to the flag, called out 

his troops the next morning and secured two of the perpetrators to turn over to the 

Ojibwe. They were released on the prairie outside the fort and ran for their lives, 
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only to be shot down by the grieving Ojibwe. Their mutilated bodies were later 

thrown over the bluff – very likely behind the later Building 18. 

The prairie west of the Fort ended at a deep ravine across from today’s 

Whipple Federal Building. It was largely filled in for highway construction in the 

1950s. During the Civil War, the prairie adjacent to Building 18 where the Fort’s 

parking lot now sits was a huge complex of stables, service buildings, and 

marshaling yards. There the 1862, 1863, and 1864 Indian Expeditions were 

equipped and mounted. In 1863, African American teamsters and their families 

camped nearby during and after the earlier Expedition into Dakota Territory. The 

Eighth Minnesota Infantry was issued Canadian ponies here and learned to ride 

with their rifle muskets across the pommel as they prepared for the long 1864 trek 

across the plains to the pivotal Battle of Killdeer Mountain.  
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By mid-war, 

military District of 

Minnesota authorities 

anticipated enforcement 

of the draft and so 

began construction of a 

wooden walled Draft 

Rendezvous adjacent to 

the stone fortress. It can 

be seen in the center of 

the perspective sketch above. The only known photograph taken within the 

Rendezvous shows recruits and draftees for several Minnesota units between 

officer quarters and recruit barrack, with the old Fort in the background. While still 

under construction, the new 

Rendezvous buildings housed 

exhibit galleries for the 1863 

Minnesota State Fair. That event 

brought tens of thousands of 

civilian visitors to Fort Snelling. 

But with no nearby bridges, the 

two river ferries and steam 

packets from St. Paul were 

always crowded. 

The Regular Army reoccupied Fort Snelling soon after the Civil War. 

Wartime temporary wooden barracks and warehouses continued to deteriorate 

while the already antique quarters inside the old fort were inadequate for modern 

housing. In late 1878 a new, two-story wooden barrack for Regulars was 

constructed on the future site of Buildings 17 and 18.  Designed for six companies, 

the structure initially housed four plus the Fourth Artillery Regimental Band. In 

1882 African American men of the 25th US Infantry moved in and are shown on 

review in the photo above, with band to the left. Little is known about this 

hurriedly constructed building that was razed in 1889. Part of the foundation and 
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kitchens behind were excavated a few years ago as work began on converting 

Building 18 for interpretive use. 

In 1904, modern cavalry barracks were constructed along Tower Avenue 

with its trolly car tracks in front. The yellow brick double barracks were numbered 

17 and 18, with numbering 

beginning at the Colonels 

Quarters designated as 

Number 1. Building Number 

2, the Field Officers’ 

Quarters, was rented to 

Historical Society staff in 

early 1970s; newlywed 

Wendy and Stephen were the 

last residents and moved out 

just prior to building 

restoration. The cavalry 

barracks interior pictured here ca. 1907 may be the same room the TCCWRT will 

soon meet in. Note the spittoon in the center of the squad bay. 

The Regulars called Building 18 home for the next four decades, though the 

Cavalry soon relocated to other posts. During the 1930s, the machine gun 

companies of the Third US Infantry, the Old Guard, lived there. After the Third 

deployed to Newfoundland in 1942 the barracks housed a variety of permanent 

party enlisted men and trainees. 
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Near the end of WWII, Buildings 17 and 18 housed students of the Military 

Intelligence Service Language School that intensively taught Japanese and later 

Chinese and Korean to mostly Nisei student soldiers. Eventually, some 6,000 

MISLS graduates served with nearly every front-line unit in the Pacific Theater. 

Bud Nakasone, who had witnessed the attack on Pearl Harbor, was in 1945 one of 

the last students to occupy the barracks before he was assigned to occupation duty 

in Japan. Bud was a Reserve colonel when I served my several years in a Fort 

Snelling unit, and as fellow historians we became friends. Bud’s photo albums and 

his books are an invaluable record of the MISLS years. At age 99, he is still 

involved in the Minnesota Military and Veterans Museum project.  

Fort Snelling was decommissioned in 1946 because it was too small for 

divisional level and combined arms training. The Veterans Administration, other 

Federal agencies, and various Army Reserve and National Guard units occupied 

many of the old buildings. The Round Tower Museum that opened just before 

WWII was closed but eventually reopened in the 1960s as Fort Snelling 

Restoration became the signature project of the Minnesota Historical Society.  

Buildings 17 and 18 eventually housed the Veterans Administration 

Outpatient Clinics in three floors of offices, labs, and examination rooms. The 

basement held workshops and a small snack bar operated by a beloved blind WWII 

veteran named Harry. I came to know him because the long basement corridor was 

comfortably warm during frequent winter hikes between the Historic Sites 

Department offices and the old Fort, then being actively restored and 

reconstructed. Harry purportedly could tell a $1 from a $5 bill just by feel, and a 

standing joke was that if you weren’t careful, he’d “steal you blind.” 

Those Outpatient Clinics eventually moved to the massive new VA Hospital 

complex a mile to the north and the abandoned buildings were handed over to the 

Historical Society, to be in nominal charge of maintenance and security. After years 

of neglect and slow deterioration, Building 18 was “mitigated” to remove asbestos 

and other hazardous materials, reroofed, given new HVAC systems, and converted 

into the visitor center you will enjoy exploring at upcoming meetings.  

 

CAN YOU HELP? 

 

We are still looking for someone to write a monthly or quarterly calendar piece for 

the News on Civil War and related history events in Minnesota and the upper 

midwest.  If you are interested or just have questions, contact the Bruce Cooper 

(email: earlofbruce@Hotmail.com or text: 612-834-9285, please leave your name). 

mailto:earlofbruce@Hotmail.com
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Minnesota Military and Veterans Museum 

Civil War Day Activity DRAFT Schedule 

26 September 2026 

 

Time Location Activity 

   

Ongoing West Front Field Recruiting Sergeant & Flag Demonstrations 

Ongoing Civil War Gallery Guided Tours 

Ongoing West Front Field Civil War Tintype Artist  

Ongoing West Front Field Civil War Medical Tent (tbd) 

Ongoing Vessey Memorial Hall Special Exhibit: Civil War Infantry Arms 

Ongoing West Front Field Sanitary Fair and Apothecary  

Ongoing West Front Field Civil War Quilt Display 

   

1000 Parade Ground Flag Raising Ceremony 

1015 Parade Ground Artillery Firing Demonstration [gun 1] 

1030 West Front Field Civil War Tentage Demonstration 

1030 Collections Storage Behind the Scenes Tour (sign up required) 

1045 West Front Field Participate in New Recruit Drill 

1045 West Front Field Meet President Lincoln 

1100 Museum Entrance Bus Tour to Original Fort Ripley (sign up required) 

1100 Parade Ground Artillery Firing Demonstration [gun 2] 

1130 Parade Ground Infantry Drill and Firing Demonstration 

1200 Parade Ground Artillery Firing Demonstration [gun 3] 

1230 Civil War Gallery Creating the Taylor Brothers Mannequins 

1245 West Front Field Participate in Recruit Drill 

1300 Parade Ground Artillery Firing Demonstration [gun 4] 

1330 Parade Ground Infantry Drill and Firing Demonstration 

1400 Museum Entrance Bus Tour to Original Fort Ripley (sign up required) 

1400 Parade Ground Artillery Firing Demonstration [gun 5] 

1430 Collections Storage Behind the Scenes Tour (sign up required) 

1430 West Front Field Civil War Tentage Demonstration 

1445 West Front Field Participate in Recruit Drill 

1445 West Front Field Meet President Lincoln 

1500 Parade Ground Artillery Firing Demonstration [gun 6] 

1530 Parade Ground Infantry Drill and Firing Demonstration 

1545 Parade Ground Artillery Battery Firing Demonstration, 6 Guns 

1600 Parade Ground Flag Lowering Ceremony 

 



9 
 

TCCWRT Members With September Birthday

9/4 Blake Duerre 

9/11 Chad Cox 

9/22 Mike Kirsch 

9/23 Brad Peterson 

9/24 Lance Teachworth 

9/28 Charlotte Shover 

9/29 Dick Shover 

Happy Birthday, Members! 
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Merchandise Store Opening September 16! 

 

Fully Promoted     p                                   (S p  
1  O   1 ).  G        .      .   ,     k        About     
                   Merchandise.  O                pp   O  

p  k    p                N               .   

(A                      p                            O       1 ,     .) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tccwrt.com/
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DON’T WAIT – SIGN UP NOW! 

 

Twin Cities Civil War Round Table 

Bus Excursion to Civil War Day – Saturday, September 26, 2026 

Minnesota Military and Veterans Museum 

 

 

Join your fellow Round Table members in an eventful day of living history 

demonstrations, museum presentations, and a rare visit to the site of Old Fort 

Ripley (1849-1877).  We’ll depart the Maple Grove Transit Hub at 8 AM sharp, 

arriving at the museum just as programs begin.  Tours are ongoing, demonstrations 

are scheduled every half hour, and bus expeditions onto post to see the fort site will 

be available by registration that day.  Several food trucks will be available at the 

museum. 

 

We’ll return late afternoon to Maple Grove.  Travel will be by luxury motor coach. 

The Maple Grove Transit Hub is just NE of the junction of Interstates 94 and 494, 

easy access from the Hemlock Exit off 94.  Cost per person is only $20 thanks to a 

partial subsidy by the TCCWRT.  Seating is limited to 50, so do not delay making 

your reservation. 

 

Payment may be made by check or via Zelle, noting “bus trip” and adding names 

in the memo.  First come, first served!   

 

 

Name: _____________________________________________   $20.00 
 

Name: _____________________________________________   ______ 

TOTAL:           $ 
 

 

Mail checks payable to TCCWRT to: Carol VanOrnum 

5540 Sanibel Drive 

Minnetonka, MN  55343 
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TCCWRT member Stephen Osman finishes up trial layout of the first Civil War 

gallery case in the new Minnesota Military and Veterans Museum.  

 

Civil War Resources Links 

American Battlefield 

Trust 

Civil War Book Review Library of Congress 

   

National Archives MN Historical Society National Park Service 

   

Sons of Union Veterans 

Civil War Database 

West Point Online 

Atlases 

Civil War Round Table 

Congress 

   

 Wikipedia Maps by Hal 

Jesperson 

 

 

BRUCE COOPER’S CIVIL WAR TRIVIA QUESTION ANSWER: 

 

President Franklin Pierce 

https://www.battlefields.org/
https://www.battlefields.org/
https://repository.lsu.edu/cwbr/
https://www.loc.gov/
https://www.archives.gov/
https://www.mnhs.org/
https://www.nps.gov/index.htm
https://www.suvcwdb.org/
https://www.suvcwdb.org/
https://dhc.westpoint.edu/atlases/
https://dhc.westpoint.edu/atlases/
https://www.cwrtcongress.org/
https://www.cwrtcongress.org/
https://www.cwmaps.com/freemaps.html
https://www.cwmaps.com/freemaps.html
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OUR 2026-2027 BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

 

President: John-Erich Mantius 

Vice President: Kayla Williams 

Secretary: Erin Whitehead 

Treasurer: Jerry Ogdahl 

Past President: Mark Pridgeon 

At Large Members: 

Carol VanOrnum, Brett Johnson, 

James Mewborn, Aiden Ruch, Gary 

Wittnebel, Rod Myers, Lana 

Blumhoefer, Bruce Cooper 

Webmaster: Ron Whitehead 

NEWS Editor: Bruce Cooper 

 

CONTACT US:  
Twin Cities Civil War Roundtable 

info@tccwrt.com 

https://tccwrt.com/ 

 

Can you contribute to a future newsletter?  Writers are wanted to submit 

Civil War related articles to this newsletter.   

Please submit your drafts to Bruce Cooper:  earlofbruce@hotmail.com  

mailto:info@tccwrt.com
https://tccwrt.com/
mailto:earlofbruce@hotmail.com

