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TCCWRT MEETING

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2026
**Buffet at 6:00 PM**
**Speaker at 7:00 PM**
Dinner & Presentation $30.00
Presentation Only $10.00

DINNER RESERVATIONS MUST
BE
MADE BY OCTOBER 7, 2026
(952) 380-6066 or EMAIL
info@tccwrt.com

BUFFET MENU
Sliced Turkey, Stuffing and Gravy
Pork Tenderloin
Baked Potatoes
Whole Green Beans
Garden Salad
Dinner Rolls
Water and Coffee

LOCATION
Fort Snelling Plank Museum &
Visitor Center
200 Tower Avenue, St. Paul, MN

NEWS

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

A New Home, A New Chapter

Our first meeting at Historic Fort
Snelling is now behind us—and,
by any reasonable measure, it was
a success!

Moving a 70-year-old organization
to a new home is no small
undertaking. There were, as
expected, a few growing pains
and adjustments as we learned
the new surroundings, worked
through the logistics, and figured
out how to make the evening flow
smoothly. We appreciate
everyone's patience, good humor,
and overwhelmingly positive
attitude as we made the transition.

A tremendous amount of work
went on behind the scenes to make
that first evening happen, and we
owe a sincere thank you to all of
our volunteers who helped make
it possible. We are already making



adjustments based on your feedback that should make future meetings even
smoother.

But the move to Fort Snelling is about more than simply changing buildings. It is
an opportunity to introduce the Twin Cities Civil War Round Table to a much
broader audience.

Getting the Word Out

As part of our broader effort to raise the Round Table's profile, we were recently
featured in Good Age Minnesota, with a story highlighting Minnesota's
connection to the Civil War and the work of the TCCWRT.

This 1s still early in our outreach effort, but we want to build on that momentum. If
you have connections with newspapers, magazines, radio, television, podcasts,
historical organizations, or other media outlets, please let me know. You may have
a connection that could help introduce the Round Table to people who have never
heard of us.

Link to article: https://www.mngoodage.com/voices/mn-
history/2026/09/minnesota-and-the-civil-war/

And that brings us to another important goal: growing our membership.
Who Do You Know?

As I mentioned at our September meeting, growing the Round Table is something
that all of us can—and should—help accomplish.

Think about your friends, neighbors, colleagues, family members, fellow history
buffs, or anyone else who might enjoy an evening discussing the Civil War with
people who share their interest.

And don't assume that the Round Table has to be a solo activity. We already have
three father-daughter teams among our members, proving that the love of history
can absolutely be shared across generations!

So, as you think about who might enjoy one of our meetings, bring someone with
you. Introduce them to the Round Table. Let them experience an evening at Fort
Snelling and hear one of our outstanding speakers.


https://www.mngoodage.com/voices/mn-history/2026/09/minnesota-and-the-civil-war/
https://www.mngoodage.com/voices/mn-history/2026/09/minnesota-and-the-civil-war/

That's how organizations like ours grow—one person telling another person,
"You should come with me."

Coming Up in October

We're excited to welcome Kellie Gormley for our October program: Cease
Firing! Life and Death at the Swope Manor

Join us October 20 at Historic Fort Snelling for another evening of fascinating
Civil War history, good conversation, and camaraderie.

We have a new home. We have an exciting program ahead. And with everyone's
help, we're looking forward to an exciting new chapter for the Twin Cities Civil
War Round Table.

Sincerely,

John-Erich

John-Erich Mantius

President

Twin Cities Civil War Round Table
www.tccwrt.com

THE BATTLE OF NASHVILLE
BLUEPRINT FOR KEY PRESERVATION OBJECTIVES

The Battle of Nashville is considered by many historians to be the decisive battle
of the Civil War with the defeat and destruction of the Confederate Army of
Tennessee at Nashville. There were no major battles after Nashville. This battle
was the deadliest day of battle for Minesota soldiers in the Civil War. There are
only three flags on the top of Shy’s Hill at the main battle site, installed by the
Battle of Nashville Preservation Society: the U.S. flag, the flag of the Confederacy
and the Minnesota State Flag. Only once in the War was there a 100 and 200-gun
salute ordered by the War department at Petersburg and in the Shenandoah Valley
celebrating a Union victory - the Battle of Nashville in 1964.


http://www.tccwrt.com/

While the Battle of Nashville has been largely overlooked, Minnesota at the time
did not forget the significance of Nashville. Only four counties in Minnesota are
named for Minnesota Civil War soldiers, all Nashville men. Only four Civil War
veterans were elected governors, all men of the Nashville regiments. What is
considered possible the great Civil War painting ever done is in the Minnesota
State Capitol - the Battle of Nashville.

The Battle of Nashville took place late in the War, it was a resounding Confederate
defeat, thus not part of “the great lost cause” southern focus after the War. It also
was fought in what became a major metropolis making restoration efforts difficult.

Today the Battle of Nashville Trust is working to restore the glory of what was the
Battle of Nashville. In 2014 the Minnesota Governor’s Sesquicentennial Task
Force installed the first marker on the Nashville Field. The following is a major
new focus and objectives to restore the glory of this important piece of America
and Minnesota’s Civil War history.

Message from the President

Maj Gen (ret) Brad Gericke, PhD
The Battle of Nashville Trust

In recent notes I have cited our Vision, our Mission and mentioned our Campaign
Order. The latter is the blueprint we as leaders of the Trust have set for ourselves in
terms of our goals for the next two years. [ want to describe several of our key
preservation objectives in a bit more detail.

The Trust is the owner and steward for two main properties, Redoubt #1 and
portions of Shy’s Hill. We are seeking greater oversight and development for a
third, Battle of Nashville Monument (also known as the Peace Monument) and
Park, and hope to obtain pull-aside locations and pocket parks across the battlefield
as well as along the route of the Confederate retreat and Union pursuit that
followed the battle, all the way down to the Tennessee River in northern Alabama.

Each of these sites is unique, with both differing opportunities and challenges in
terms of preservation and memorialization. Collectively, they represent the core
properties that are ready for modern interpretation and proper maintenance to
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physically tell the story of the Battle of Nashville.

We are very excited about the growing interest in the Battle of Nashville
Monument and park, a property that already enjoys visits by local neighbors and
tourists alike. The Monument itself is a classic. It symbolizes the restoration of the
Union and the sacrifices made by Confederate and Union Soldiers alike in the war.
Dedicated in 1927, the monument was located near where I-65 now runs. A
tornado toppled the monument and with the construction of the interstate several
years later, a new home was required. Thus, after much fundraising and work by
preservation groups, a reconstructed monument was dedicated in 1999, located at
the corner of Granny White Pike and Clifton Lane. Appropriately, this new location
was also near the Confederate defensive line on the first day of the battle. Today
the park suffers from lack of care and outdated interpretative displays. We are
building a new site plan and seeking partners to both maintain and interpret the
battle and provide better information about the monument.

Redoubt #1, a small earthen fort constructed by Confederate forces in the first two
weeks of December preceding the battle, is a property owned by the Trust that is in
need of re-interpretation, better upkeep, and restoration to return it to its 1864
appearance. At the time of the battle, it was larger than the approximately half-acre
remnant that remains, but it is historically significant. Host to several hundred
troops and a battery of cannons, the fort saw key action on the first day of the fight.
Its preservation and the opportunity to make this property on Benham Avenue a
more appealing pocket park deserves our resources.

Shy’s Hill, known as Compton’s Hill at the time of the battle, is perhaps the most
prominent site that is ready for fresh restoration. Located along Benton Smith
Road, the Trust has been able to make several key purchases in recent years as we
continue to seek to create a modern battlefield historical park. Now in possession
of more than five acres, the Trust will build a site plan that sees reclamation and
memorialization in at least two phases. In addition to the removal of invasive
weeds and brush, we will install new signage, seek regimental and state
monuments, acquire artillery pieces, and erect signage about the battle, connected
by all-weather trails. This prominent position anchored the Confederate battle line



on the second day of the fight, and here the Southerners held until outflanked,
exhausted, and with darkness falling, Union combined arms took their toll to finish
the main contest and precipitate several weeks of rough fighting all the way to the
Tennessee River. It is the ambition of the Trust to identify, survey and acquire sites
along this route, which will create new additions to our historical memory of the
Nashville Campaign.

These are big plans. Accomplishing these preservation objectives requires a
modern, rejuvenated Trust. And we will need help of friends, neighbors,
benefactors and all who care about the preservation of our shared history as
Americans.

We will share more details in the coming months. We are attacking! Join us.
Volunteer. Donate. Let’s serve together.

Presented by Ken Fliés
TCCWRT and Battle of Nashville Trust member

NEW MEMBER RICHARD “DICK” ZIMMERMANN

One of our five new members comes to us from the
Milwaukee CWRT. A lifelong resident of southeastern
Wisconsin, Dick Zimmermann recently moved to
Minnesota last May. All three of Dick’s children and
granddaughter live in Minneapolis. It was Doug
Dammann of the Kenosha Wisconsin Civil War Museum
who recommended the TCCWRT to him.

| Dick’s interest in the Civil War began at the very young

age of 11 with, of course, a trip to Gettysburg in 1957. In
those days, Dick says, “Park service guides stood on street corners, and we asked
one to join us. The tour he gave us proved to be a marvelous experience, and I've

been excited about Civil War history ever since.”



“From a young age, I have been a student of military history. For the past twelve
years, | have volunteered in the Kenosha Civil War Museum of Wisconsin. | have
given several presentations there and worked in the archives. That work continues
electronically at present. I have written two books on the Civil War. The most
recent publication is titled, More Than Just Grit: Civil War Leadership, Logistics
and Teamwork in the West, 1862.”

Shiloh National Military Park is Dick’s favorite, as it is easy to explore with or
without a guide. “I find the Civil War in the West to be most interesting. There is
less repetitive writing about it, and the battlefields are very well preserved.”

His educational and professional background includes a master’s degree in
education and history. He taught history and economics, primarily at the high
school level and was a school administrator in an independent school in Racine for
45 years.

He is confident he’ll enjoy the programs and the people at the TCCWRT as he feels
they have extended a very warm welcome to him as a new member. And he adds,
“I am searching for other people to play a German card game called Sheepshead.”

BRUCE COOPER’S CIVIL WAR TRIVIA QUESTION OF THE MONTH

How many National flags did the Confederate States of America have?

(See the last page for the answer)

TRIP TO THE NEW MINNESOTA MILITARY AND VETERANS MUSEUM

Saturday September 26th, the TCCWRT visited the newly opened Minnesota
Military and Veterans Museum in Little Falls, Minnesota.

Just an hour and thirty minutes from the Maple Grove Transit Hub, this museum is
absolutely amazing. The exhibits, stories, movies and historical timeline are world
class... and that is not an exaggeration.



Even if you have zero interest in history, this is a must-see museum just for the
powerful and moving chronology documenting Minnesota's contributions to world
events.

Congratulations to the Minnesota Military and Veterans Museum for a successful
grand opening!

Getting on the bus in Maple Grove

Inside the museum



Stephen Osman near the sign thanking the
Roundtable for our generous support of the Civil War Gallery.

The Taylor brothers, members of the

First Minnesota.



Cartes de Visite and
Tintypes

The cheap card photos were
traded among the men while
more expensive tintypes in
cases went home to family

LTS

Forage Cap

This simple cap was worn in

various designs until the end of

Photo artifacts in one of the Civil War
cases.

Six-pounder Field Gun exhibit.
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Article and photos provided by John-Erich Mantius

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

L to R: W. B. Warren Larson, Gary Hays, Lawrence Daley, Dick Zimmerman, and
Ron Zweber

TCCWRT MEMBERS WITH OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

10/1 Steve Schier 10/15 Helen Rowland
10/6 Carol VanOrnum 10/16 Glenn Corliss
10/8 Kathy Sullivan 10/17 Clark Griffith

10/9 Brett Johnson 10/26 Erin (Whitehead) Karp

10/9 Thurl Quigley
10/12 Jim Coughlin

10/28 Bill Sullivan

10/12 Joe Fitzharris

11



Happy Birthday, Members!

New Policy for Non-Diners

The Board of Directors has instituted a new policy allowing members to attend a
meeting without dining. This policy is a result of some members expressing that
sometimes they don’t know until the last minute if they can attend or other special
circumstances. We want to accommodate those requests.

The cost is $10 at the door, and a separate table (Table No. 25) will be designated
for those non-diners to watch the program. This revenue will help to defray the
cost of the rental facility. Bringing in your own food is prohibited.

The Board hopes that members will continue the tradition of the TCCWRT’s
“dinner/presentation” format and participate in the buffet meals, but they
understand that an occasional special circumstance occurs.

WIN $50!!

Member Recruitment Contest
The member who recruits the most
new members during the 2026-2027 season

will receive a $50 gift card at the
May 2027 Meeting!
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Merchandise Store is Open until October 16!

&

2 Tccw,
|

Fully Promoted is opening our store for a limited time (Sept
16-Oct 16). Go to www.tccwrt.com, click on the About tab

and scroll down to Merchandise. Orders can be shipped OR
picked up and brought to November meeting.

(All orders will not be processed until the close of October 16, 2026.)

Civil War Resources Links

American Battlefield Civil War Book Review Library of Congress

Trust
National Archives MN Historical Society National Park Service
Sons of Union Veterans West Point Online Civil War Round Table
Civil War Database Atlases Congress

Wikipedia Maps by Hal
Jesperson
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BRUCE COOPER’S CIVIL WAR TRIVIA QUESTION ANSWER:

Three
' B X
4 A
1st: March 1861 ond: May 1863 3rd: Jan.-March 1865

OUR 2026-2027 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

President: John-Erich Mantius At Large Members:

Vice President: Kayla Williams Carol VanOrnum, Brett Johnson,
James Mewborn, Aiden Ruch, Gary

Secretary: Erin Whitehead Wittnebel, Rod Myers, Lana

Blumhoefer, Bruce Cooper
Treasurer: Jerry Ogdahl

_ Webmaster: Ron Whitehead
Past President: Mark Pridgeon

NEWS Editor: Bruce Cooper

CONTACT US:
Twin Cities Civil War Roundtable

info@tccwrt.com

https://tccwrt.com/

Can you contribute to a future newsletter? Writers are wanted to submit
Civil War related articles to this newsletter.
Please submit your drafts to Bruce Cooper: earlofbruce@hotmail.com
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